
The meeting of the Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights
Movement and the 50th Anniversary SNCC meeting in April
bring together the best organizers in America. One group out

litigated us, the NAACP, one group out-mobilized us, the SCLC, but
let me make it very clear that Martin Luther King supported SNCC in
the Freedom vote, the 1964 Summer Project, the Challenge in Atlan-
tic City, the Congressional Challenge, and he signed a memorandum
calling for the unseating of the Mississippi delegation. Even though
the Voting Rights Act was going to pass, it was still necessary to unseat
the delegation. This led to a strengthening of the Voting Rights Act
with inclusion of Section 5. SNCC organizers working with local people
made all of this possible. SNCC brought John Doar and the Depart-
ment of Justice to southwest Mississippi; that led to the filing of Whit-
ley vs. Johnson (which became Whitley vs. The Board of Elections) and the suspension of prosecution of John Hardy, a SNCC
worker, by the state of Mississippi. That led to a working relationship with the Department of Justice which led to John Doar's
prosecution of Chaney, Schwerner, and Goodman and the filing of the US vs. Mississippi case.

The Supreme Court agreed with our interpretation of Section 5 and created the concept of private attorneys general so that now
any aggrieved citizen could bring this kind of suit into federal court. Section 5 says that any covered subdivision that passed a law
dealing with voting in any way must submit it to the Department of Justice for pre-clearance or litigate it in the Court of Appeals
of the District of Columbia. Laws inconsistent with these two provisions were null and void. This led to the overturning of 22
bills passed by the MS State Legislature which were all opposed by the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP).

The MFDP rejected President Johnson's compromise in 1964 and again in 1965. Johnson said if we went after John Bell
Williams and didn't go after the other 4 positions, he would support us. The executive committee of the MFDP wanted to
establish a precedent that could be used in other southern states, so they took depositions which led a compilation of 3,000
pages of testimony which was used to both support the Congressional Challenge and the passage of the Voting Rights Act. We
should all understand our responsibility to teach the history of SNCC and the people who made it great that the ability to
empower people can and must be taught. The right-wing attack on government as we know it is turning the US into the
Mississippi of 1964. The right-wing, and by the right-wing I mean the Tea Party and the Republican Party, is trying to stop
the running of the government all together. Having won health care reform, and we must congratulate the President, the
Democratic Party, and the resilience of the American people in supporting health care reform. Now we must win on the
question of same sex marriage for the whole country, we must support fair immigration, and a constitutional amendment for
an adequate public school education. If we're to secure the United States, we must broaden and intensify the education ability
of people in the US to compete with the world. We must make it easier for unions to organize. We must stop this war on
unions by the right-wing. We must be committed to eliminating second class citizenship in all forms. Blacks and women must
be the last second class citizens in America. We have the ability and we must now have the commitment to get it done.

We must support Attorney General Eric Holder who is now being accused of not supporting the voting rights of white
people. Look at US vs. Ike Brown; I cite this case not to infer that I supported the filing of this case, but its ruling demonstrates
the broad parameters available to any aggrieved voter. I am glad that the people of Noxubee County re-won every election
which was overturned by the decision of that case.

Young people who are interested in history, the Civil Rights Movement, or any movement, should come to the SNCC Confer-
ence in Raleigh, North Carolina April 15th - 17th.  Participation in this conference should be utilized to consult with the experts,
the organizers who changed Mississippi, and the authors who wrote the books about it that buttressed my claim that SNCC
provided the best organizers in American history. I can be reached at the conference anytime by calling me on my cell, (202) 528-
6812. Spontaneity is the refuge of the unprepared. I encourage you to come to the conference prepared to make the most of it.

P.S. Lawrence Guyot will moderate Workshop #3, The Role of the MFDP, on April 16th at 2:15. On the panel will be Michael Thelwell, Regina
Thomas, Armand Derfner, and Wesley Hogan.

PP.S. Vivian Malone, a teacher of the history of the Civil Rights Movement, will lead a delegation of people from McComb and wants to interview
people who worked in McComb.

PP.S. Owen Brooks and Cynthia Palmer will have CD's from the historic meeting of the Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement in Jackson.

From the desk of Guyot

Lawrence Guyot
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Letters to the Editor

Thoughts on President Obama

I know that President Barack Obama has done an outstanding job as President and will be written
into the history books as one of the best, one of the most intelligent, and one of the most compas-
sionate presidents that the United States has ever been blessed to have in the office of President.

Before President Obama was elected, he orchestrated a plan to make America the most powerful
and respected nation in the world so that all Americans could be proud to say that they are an
American.

After President Obama's inauguration, he hit the ground running. He surrounded himself with
the best and most intelligent people in America. He tackled many key economic issues. Among
those issues

were wasteful spending and accountability by CEO's of major businesses, banks, Wall Street, and
various agencies of the Federal, State and local governments. President Obama extended the olive
branch to all nations of the world promoting global peace. He addressed the issues of the wars and
the trillion dollar deficit of our country that he had inherited.

Without the full support of his own Democratic Party, President Obama concentrated on ensuring
equal rights for all American citizens. He instituted programs to create jobs and green jobs within
our country. He has worked nonstop to guarantee insurance and medial care for all American citi-
zens. President Obama has confronted the issues of better schools and teachers for our youth, global
warming, and many other programs to help make this a better America. Many Americans are not
aware that he has embarked upon all these areas within his first year in office.

President Obama has delivered on his campaign slogan "Yes We Can". Unfortunately, he has been
accused of not delivering by those who don't want to see him succeed as President. However, in all
of their arguments, they refuse to admit that President Obama told us from day one: Yes "We" can
not Yes "I" can. President Obama has demonstrated a tireless love for America and I would like to
say: Thank-you, Mr. President. I am proud to be an

American. I would like to thank our First Lady, Mrs. Michelle Obama for her role as a supportive
wife, loving mother, and for her own programs that she has instituted, first and foremost, "let's
Move" obesity program to help make America a better country for all. I pray everyday that God
will continue to bless President Barack Obama, his family and his entire staff.

Thank-you for the opportunity to tell you my thoughts about President Barack Obama. May God
continue to bless him and God bless America.

Gratefully,
Steve Hunter, III

Pass Christian, MS 39571
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In Performance at the White House ... A Celebration
of Music from the Civil Rights Movement – February 2010

This event featured songs from the Civil Rights Movement performed by top entertainers, as well as readings from
famous Civil Rights speeches and writings. Some of the participating artists were Stevie Wonder, Joan Baez, Natalie
Cole, Bob Dylan, Jennifer Hudson and Smokey Robinson.

Lawrence Guyot participated in the event and is seen below speaking to President Obama and The First Lady. In the
lower picture Mr. Guyot is enjoying the musical performance at the White House.

To view the program video, click the link: http://video.pbs.org/video/1410865290
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Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ,
Washington, DC ... A Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s Birthday – January 2010
Lawrence Guyot (below left) was key speaker at the 2010 Celebration of D. Martin Luther King’s Birthday at
Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ in Northwest Washington, DC. Reverend Michael C. Murphy,
Senior Minister (below right) of the church, also reflected on the life and achievements of Dr. King.



 

            

            

            

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Freedom Riders: SNCC, 50 Years and Beyond” 
 

is the title of a 1 hour special program airing 

during the 50th Anniversary of the founding of 

SNCC, April 16, 2010 at 12pm Eastern on 

WHUR World 96.3 HD2 or online at 

www.whurworld.com.  The program uses 

original interviews, archival tape, music and 

narration to explore the history, legacy, and 

impact of one of the greatest civil rights 

organizations ever, the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee. 

 
The program features interviews from Lawrence 

Guyot, Dorie Ladner, G. Derek Musgrove, Dr. 

Frank Smith, Mary King, Moses Newson, Bob 

Moses, Courtland Cox, Tim Jenkins, John 

Lewis, and Dr. Bernice Johnson-Reagon. 
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GREENWOOD, MISS. - Dr. Aaron Shirley has devoted
his career to serving the rural poor in the Mississippi Delta,
but now the 77-year-old pediatrician believes the key to
reducing the nation's highest infant mortality rates lies
in a surprising place: the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Never mind that America and Iran broke diplomatic
relations after militants seized the U.S. Embassy in Tehran
in 1979, or that the White House is seeking new United
Nations sanctions to punish the regime for its nuclear
development program.

In May, Shirley and two colleagues flew to Iran for 10
days to study a low-cost rural healthcare delivery system
that, according to the World Health Organization, has
helped cut infant deaths by 70% over the last three de-
cades.

In October, four top Iranian doctors, including an
official from Iran's Ministry of Health, visited Missis-
sippi for a week. They spoke at a conference in Jackson,
the state capital, and toured the Delta.

"Sometimes communication was not easy," Dr.
Hossein Malekafzali, a professor in the School of Public
Health at Tehran University, recalled in a phone inter-

view. "But they can understand our system and translate
it to Mississippi."

Iran and healthcare are politically toxic topics in Wash-
ington these days. But Shirley and a colleague are to go
to Capitol Hill today to seek funding to open an Iranian-
style "health house" in Baptist Town, an impoverished
neighborhood on the edge of Greenwood, and in 14 other
Delta communities.

"We played black gospel and blues for those Irani-
ans," said Sylvester Hoover, 52, owner of Baptist Town's
only business, a one-room grocery, laundromat and bar-
becue grill. "They were just hugging us they were so ex-
cited. They loved it."

Tensions between the United States and Iran domi-
nate daily headlines, but both governments have given
quiet support to the little-known initiative in the Delta.

In Tehran, the Foreign and Health ministries approved
a memorandum of agreement to authorize collaboration
between Shiraz University of Medical Sciences and
Shirley's team, which includes Jackson State University.

In Washington, the Treasury Department granted the
Mississippians a license to ensure they were not violating
sanctions on Iran. The National Institutes of Health also
signaled its approval.

A posting on the NIH website notes that the "remark-
able success of Iran's health house concept . . . is provid-
ing hope and inspiration to officials in the Mississippi
Delta."

When a Mississippi doctor looked for
ways to help poor, rural patients, he

says he found an ideal system to
copy – in Iran.

by Bob Drogin

Enroot, LLC

Founder and President
of Enroot, LLC, a Wash-
ington, DC-based com-
pany that was created to
promote green and sus-
tainable programs, prod-
ucts and businesses; and
to educate industry par-
ticipants, as well as green

consumers using seminars, workshops and conferences.

Prior to founding Enroot Howard worked for over fif-
teen years withnon-profits, primarily as a development
consultant writing grants, and managing projects and pro-
grams (including three years as Communications Direc-
tor with the American Lung Association). Howard is a
licensed real-estate agent. He is a graduate of Howard
University.

Howard is an active civic leader. He is Vice-President of
the Bancroft Elementary School PTA in Washington, DC;
and is a board member of Mentoring Works2.
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MINORITIES AND THE GREEN/SUSTAINABLE
DISCUSSION

By Howard Wilson, Enroot LLC - www.enrootllc.com -
Enrootllc@earthlink.net - 202-255-3424

As a consultant involved in educating people about the
"green/sustainable" spectrum, I've become painfully aware
of a common perception that minorities, especially Afri-
can Americans, aren't interested in the "green/sustain-
able" discussion except possibly as it relates to the issue
of environmental justice.

In my opinion there is some truth in this perception.
Minority communities, especially African Americans,
have been exposed to more than their fair share of toxic
substances ranging from living and playing in close prox-
imity to industrial waste to living in contaminated homes.
It is because of these experiences and their vulnerability
to the impacts of pollution, and unhealthy living envi-
ronments why African Americans have a particular in-
terest in issues of environmental justice.

However, as recognized in Copenhagen, a discussion
that encompasses the full range of green issues cannot be
had without minority communities being involved.
Closer to home President Obama's emphasis on green
technology and development, is not geared to any one
demographic, it is a sweeping national change that can
and must embrace minority communities. Still, there are
impediments to engaging in, and embracing "green" that
are faced by many, but disproportionately by members
of the minority communites. Two major impediments
are economics and education.

There is a cost to going green. While there is ulti-
mately an economic payoff, often times minorities aren't
sufficiently educated as to the necessary cost-benefit analy-
sis. More importantly many minorities have yet to learn
the green/sustainability language in which the discussion
is conducted. The terms "sustainability" and "green" are
used to encompass so many activities as to make them
meaningless to most consumers. For the environmental-
ist, the builder, or the advocate the terms could mean

different things and when you add in terms like "carbon
footprint" most people are turned off.

So what can minority communities do to advance the
discussion? Those of us who are engaged in the discus-
sion can spread the word. We must create teachable mo-
ments for the entire community. We must educate the
leaders of our community institutions to take advantage
of their relevance and shared experiences so that they may
become influential green ambassadors.

We must educate them that the green agenda is a spec-
trum of activities. I call it the green/sustainability spec-
trum. It includes activities as diverse as replacing toilets
and showerheads with low-flow alternatives, green build-
ing practices; and buying earth-friendly products. It's
educating them about the beneficial economics of going
green. For example, forty percent of green house gases
(pollution) are emitted by buildings. How many of our
churches and businesses know this and take advantage of
the various initiatives offered by federal and local gov-
ernments to make energy efficiency improvements?  Some
of these initiatives range from weatherizing and insulat-
ing buildings to buying and installing new efficient fur-
naces.

The moneys that will be saved on monthly utility bills
could be used for other organizational services.

Most organizations can easily identify ways in which
they can alter current practices to operate in an environ-
mentally friendly manner while typically saving money.
We must educate minorities on the breadth of the green/
sustainability spectrum and the benefits of going "green"
- the personal benefits (e.g., healthier, more energy effi-
cient buildings/homes), and the economic opportunities;
and do it within a national and global context. At Enroot,
when we work with organizations we take a three step
approach: we encourage the development of the green
and sustainability vocabulary; we assist organizations in
carrying out a self-assessment and establishing an orga-
nizational green goal, or philosophy; and we work with
them in developing a plan based on their goal or philoso-
phy, and assist them on incorporating the necessary steps
to carry out the plan.
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The Harrison County Democratic
Executive Committee (HCDEC)

The Harrison County Democratic Executive Committee
(HCDEC) is the local governing body for The Democratic
Party in Mississippi, which is the statewide organization of
the national Democratic Party. Every four (4) years (always
in Presidential Election years), in January, caucuses are held
at every voting precinct in the County to select delegates to
a County Convention held in February of that same year.
Delegates to that Convention then meet in caucuses from
each precinct/ supervisor's district (5) to elect the members
of the HCDEC.

At that County Convention, delegates also elect repre-
sentatives to a Congressional District Convention where,
in turn, delegates are elected to a State Executive Commit-
tee. Our party's organization is truly "from the ground
up," with delegates from the most local, neighborhood
precinct level serving as the foundation for any other level
of organization all the way to the Democratic National

Convention. But the local result – thirty (30) mem-
bers of the HCDEC come out of that County Conven-
tion, and that group can then expand the HCDEC with
six (6) at-large delegates from anywhere within Harrison
County. As the bylaws of the HCDEC state, we also in-
clude as full members the President of the Harrison County
Federation of Democratic Women (HCFDW) and the

President of the Harrison County Young Democrats
(HCYD). Full representation, then, is thirty-eight (38) men
and women from around Harrison County, including rep-
resentatives from other important Democratic groups. We
meet once each month, with subcommittees meeting at
their discretion. The HCDEC is charged with managing
the primary elections for all county, state, district, and Fed-
eral elections held in the county.

Members of the HCDEC serve as election officers in
those primaries, current officers are William "Bill"
Stallworth chairman, Sue Hatem vice-chair, Renick Tay-
lor secretary and Jackie Washington treasurer.

On January 23, 2010 the HCDEC will honor Presi-
dent Barack Obama's first year in office and a special
commemoration for 38 years of service will be awarded
to Mrs. Clare Rhodeman, who in 1972 with Dr. Gilbert
R. Mason Sr. M.D., (who was the first president of Biloxi's

NAACP) and two others were among the first inte-
grated the South Mississippi Democratic Party.

Clare Rhodeman has retired after 32 years of teach-
ing in the Biloxi school system as a Guidance Counselor
but has never retired from community service.

Our next meeting will be at 9:00 AM on Saturday,
February 6th, 2010 at 425 Division St. Biloxi MS 39530
or visit our website www.hcdec.net.
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In the 1960s, a group of student activists headed to
the Mississippi Delta to help empower impoverished
blacks cowed by the violence and oppression that

dominated in the Jim Crow-era South. "The Delta was
the continuation of a feudal system that was a continua-
tion of the aftermath of slavery," says Lawrence Guyot,
who registered black voters in the region during the civil

rights era. "That made it a difficult place to convince
local blacks to step up. They were a majority of the popu-
lation but had no political or economic power."

Guyot's work was part of the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee, a group that turned students into
community organizers. In the process, it became one of
the most powerful forces of the civil rights movement,
incubating national leaders including Georgia Rep. John
Lewis and NAACP Chairman Julian Bond. As the group
marks its 50th reunion this weekend, Guyot and other
veterans of SNCC (known as "snick") reflect on their
efforts to revamp the politics of the Delta, the heart of
the Deep South.

The 50th Anniversary of SNCC
When Students Ignited A Change In Racial Politics by Debbie Elliott of NPR

Listen to the Story at: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=125908995

Movement History

>>

Lawrence Guyot, an activist with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,
pictured in 1963. He had removed his shirt to show newsmen where he said he
was beaten by police. Guyot had been arrested for participating in a civil rights
demonstration in the Greenwood, Miss., area.

Jim Bourdier/AP

"We organized people from the prostitutes to the preach-
ers," Guyot says. "We turned this fight into their fight."

'They Were Frightened To Death'

Charles McLaurin joined the SNCC in the early '60s,
moving from Jackson, Miss., to work with the group in
the Delta. His job was to canvas sharecropper shanty
shacks and plantations, looking for recruits. At first, he
says, he didn't have much success because there was so
much fear.

"They were frightened to death," McLaurin says.
"Emmett Till was killed just a few miles away over in
Money, Miss. On any day, a white man could just shoot
a black man down and nothing would be done about it.
And there were many lynchings and hangings in and
around this Delta."

SNCC workers were in danger themselves. McLaurin
recalls being confronted by a plantation owner with a
shotgun. Across the state, civil rights workers were killed
while registering voters in Neshoba County.

Despite the intimidation, a few local leaders emerged
– most notably, sharecropper Fannie Lou Hamer of
Ruleville, Miss. Hamer went with a SNCC group to reg-
ister to vote in 1962. Before she returned home, the news
had reached the owner of the plantation where she lived.

Fannie Lou Hamer speaks before the credentials committee of the
Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, N.J., in August 1964.

AP

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=125908995
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Movement History – more

"When we got back, I went on out to where I had been
staying for 18 years, and the landowner had talked to my
husband and told him I had to leave the place," Hamer,
who died in 1977, recalled during an interview recorded
in the early 1970s as part of an oral history project.

McLaurin says Hamer quickly became a featured
speaker at SNCC events all around the country -- "to tell
the story about what was happening here. Who else knew
it any better than the person who had grown up here and
lived on a plantation?"

'I Didn't Understand How Poor Was Poor'

Hamer grew to be a driving force in the voting rights
movement. It was that practice of empowering local citi-
zens that inspired Margaret Kibbee, a white college stu-
dent from San Francisco, to join the SNCC in the Delta.
The culture shock was intense.

"I didn't understand how poor was poor," Kibbee says.
"I didn't understand that people really tried to live on $3
a week or $6 a week."

Kibbee was assigned to Indianola, Miss., the birth-
place of the notorious White Citizens' Councils that en-
forced segregation in Mississippi. She says she lived with
courageous black families, some of whom lived without
running water or indoor toilets. Her job was to take people
to the courthouse to register to vote.

Former SNCC workers Charles McLaurin and Margaret Kibbee hoped to empower
blacks in the Mississippi Delta. Greenwood, Miss., was the SNCC's testing ground
for democracy, McLaurin says. "We were not going to allow the Klan to run us out
of the Delta."

Debbie Elliott/NPR

"We would canvas and go through the neighborhood
every day," Kibbee says. "The Voting Rights Act had not
passed yet, and if you took six people up there, maybe
one would get registered." Most blacks, she says, were
routinely denied by white registrars for failing to pass
literacy tests or pay poll taxes.

Kibbee and McLaurin thought they were in for a few
months of field work. Both ended up staying in the Delta
and have continued their activism.

Battles Won, And Those Still Ahead

On a recent visit to downtown Greenwood, Kibbee and
McLaurin pass the courthouse where SNCC workers
clashed with local officials in 1963. Such confrontations
in the Delta continued: Workers were shot; activists were
jailed; Hamer was beaten. McLaurin says it became clear
that there would be no progress without national pres-
sure. So Hamer and other Southern blacks and whites,
with help from the SNCC, formed the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party to challenge the all-white Missis-
sippi Democrats.

Hamer was the congressional candidate; McLaurin,
her campaign manager. At the 1964 Democratic National
Convention, Hamer challenged the assembled delegates:
"If the Freedom Democratic Party is not seated now, I
question America. Is this America, the home of the free
and the land of the brave?"

The effort failed. But Congress passed the Voting
Rights Act the following year. And ultimately, blacks
gained unprecedented political power, holding more
elected offices in Mississippi than any other state.

This building in Greenwood, Miss., housed the SNCC's first
headquarters in the Delta.

Debbie Elliott/NPR

>>
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Today, the Delta is represented in Congress by Demo-
cratic Rep. Bennie Thompson, the powerful African-
American chairman of the Homeland Security Commit-
tee.

Kibbee says the political barriers have come down.
"At least one thing we can say that's different: It's not
like you can't go somewhere or do something or can't
accomplish anything," she says.

But economic progress has been elusive. The Delta is
still one of the poorest regions in the country; the unem-
ployment rate in some counties tops 17 percent.

The SNCC veterans here agree that education is the
next battle – a topic sure to get attention at the group's
weekend reunion in Raleigh, N.C.

Remembering SNCC On NPR

How Far Have We Come Since 'Bloody Sunday'? March
3, 2010

A Freedom Singer Shares The Music Of The Movement
Feb. 11, 2010

This February, Pour Yourself A Cup Of Inspiration Feb.
1, 2010

Activist Takes Readers on Black History 'Trail' Feb. 6,
2008

'We Shall Overcome': Reliving the Civil Rights Era Dec.
1, 2004

Retracing 'Freedom Summer' in Mississippi Aug. 6, 2004

■

BIG FINE WOMAN FROM
RULEVILLE
(For Fannie Lou Hamer)

How to weave your web of
medicinal flesh into words
Cut the sutures to your
circumcised name
Make your deformed leg into
a symbol of resistance

Big fine woman from Ruleville

Great time keeper
And dangerous worker

I use this hour
To eat from your spirit
Dance from mouth to mouth with your holler
Hold fingers together in remembrance of your sacrifices

And I have chosen to wear your riverstone eyes splashed
With Mississippi blood

And your sharecropper shoes braided with your powerful stomp
And now in your riot stick neck smeared in charcoal burns
And in your bones that exhausted

The god of whiteness in Sunflower County
I will push forward your precious gift of revolutionary courage

Thanks to the southern knife with terracotta teeth

Magnificent ancestor
Warrior friend
Most beautiful sister

I kiss the mud of this moment ■
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The My book, Radicalizing the Ebony Tower: Black Colleges and the Black Free-
dom Struggle in Mississippi (Teachers College Press, 2008), uses black colleges as a
lens to deepen the scholarly treatment of race, power, and the pursuit of democracy
in America. In particular, it examines colleges against the backdrop of the black
freedom struggle of the middle twentieth century, a highly contentious, and often
violent, ongoing conflict between state agents and their allies determined to protect
the racial hierarchy and activists equally determined to cripple white supremacy.
Activists demanded that colleges and their constituents play a central role in societal
reformation--a distinct challenge to the notion of the ivory tower in which institu-
tions remained aloof from direct involvement in community concerns. State agents
and their allies, however, demanded that colleges distance themselves from the black
freedom struggle and promised to mete out harsh penalties if they did not. By
documenting how colleges resolved the tension between activism and academics
and between broad constitutional rights and restrictive campus regulations, how
activists transformed non-political institutions into libratory agents, how social move-

ments emerged through the daily process of agitation and confrontation, and how campus constituents negotiated local,
state, and national political pressures, the book serves as a resource for those interested in hearing the story of campus and
societal reform through the words and deeds of college activists and their enemies firsthand. Joy Ann Williamson

Radicalizing the Ebony Tower: Black Colleges and
the Black Freedom Struggle in Mississippi

Books and Media

■



The SNCC 50
th

 Anniversary Conference is pleased to 
announce the participants in the “Meet the Author” 
Program on Thursday evening April 15, 2010 at the 

Marriott Raleigh Crabtree Valley Hotel 
 
SNCC Authors:          
 

1. Robert Zellner – Wrong Side of Murder Creek (2008)        
2. Connie Curry – Silver Rights;  Mississippi Harmony;  Deep in our Hearts: 

Nine White Women in the Freedom Movement          
3. John Lewis – Walking with the Wind       
4. Lawrence Guyot and Jenice View – Putting the Movement Back Into Civil 

Rights Teaching       
5. Elizabeth Martinez – Letters from Mississippi (reissued 2008)          
6. D‟Army Bailey - The Education of A Black Radical; A Southern Civil Rights  

Activist's Journey, 1959-1964                                                                               
7. Michele D. Gibbs – Line of Sight (2004)            
8. Guy and Candie Carawan – Sing for Freedom: The Story of the Civil 

Rights Movement Through its Songs (reissued 2008); and "Sing for 
Freedom:  The Story of the Civil Rights Movement through its Songs."        

9. Robert P. Moses – Radical Equations Math Literacy and Civil Rights        
10. Mary King – Freedom Song  
11. Ekwueme Michael Thelwell – Ready for Revolution: The Life and 

Struggles of Stokely Carmichael (2003)  
12. Cleve  Sellers – River of No Return  
13.  Charles Cobb – On the Road to Freedom  
14.  Peter de Lissovoy - Randy Battle and the Great Pool Jump, and Other 

Stories of the Civil Rights Movement in Southwest Georgia (2010)   
15. Danny Lyon – Memories of the Southern Civil Rights Movement (reissued 

2010)                                                                                                            
 

 
Books about SNCC: 
 

1. Howard Zinn -  SNCC The New Abolitionists         In Memoriam          
2. John Dittmer – Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in    

Mississippi; The Good Doctors: The Medical Committee for 
Human Rights and the Struggle for Social Justice in Health Care               

3. Charles Payne – I've Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing 
Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle          

4. Hasan Kwame Jeffries – Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black 
Power in Alabama's Black Belt             

5. Wesley Hogan – Many Minds, One Heart: SNCC's Dream for a 
New America                                                                          

http://www.amazon.com/Many-Minds-One-Heart-America/dp/0807859591/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1261339550&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Many-Minds-One-Heart-America/dp/0807859591/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1261339550&sr=1-1


6. Barbara Ransby - Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement: 
A Radical Democratic Vision        
 

7. Cynthia Fleming – Soon we will not cry: The Liberation of Ruby 
Doris Smith Robinson (1998)                           
  

8. Tracy Sugarman – We had Sneakers, They Had Guns: The Kids 
Who Fought for Civil Rights in Mississippi (2009)         
           

9. Peniel Joseph – Waiting „til the Midnight Hour: A Narrative History 
of Black Power in America; also, Dark Days, Bright Nights: From 
Black Power to Barack Obama              

10. Andrew B. Lewis – Shadows of Youth: The Remarkable Journey 
of the Civil Rights Generation (2009) (group biography of selected 
SNCC activists)                                    

11. William Chafe – Civilities and Civil Rights: Greensboro NC and 
the Black Struggle for Freedom                                             

12. Clayborne Carson – In Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening 
of the 1960‟s                                                                                           

13. Todd Moye – Let the People Decide: Black Freedom and White 
Resistance Movements in Sunflower County, Mississippi 1945-
1986; also, Freedom Flyers: The Tuskegee Airmen of WWII 
(2010).                                                                                                                              

 
All of these authors will be at the “Meet the Authors” program to talk, sign their 
books, and answer questions.  Quail Ridge Books of Raleigh will be handling the 
sales of the books.  This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to meet all these 
authors who have written about SNCC in one place and to build and add to your 
personal book collection. 
 
 
 

                                                                                     
 
 


