From the desk of Guyot

T

o all of you students who started the greatest civil rights move
ment that probably ever existed - the southern civil rights movement - I call again upon each and every one of you to repeat what
you did decades ago. That is to begin again to organize from the
ground up, everyone that you know to bring together the kind of
government that we have made possible. You, the people I’m speaking to, changed America, the South, the country, and the world. I
say that without caveat; simply read the history, it’s there, we wrote
it, and it’s ours, now we must fight to defend it. We’re faced with a
challenge, the likes of which none of us have ever really experienced, because this challenge goes to the fundamental roots of what
is humanity, what is the role of government, is it essential that government provide for the services and necessities of all of its citizens,
or is self government to be turned into a narrow division of those
very wealthy with those non-wealthy, thereby redefining America.
You can’t have the America that is proposed by the Republican Party and still call it America. America to me is the
totality of institutions set to serve, through division of power and self-representation of the governed by themselves. The
government in my mind has always been the instrumentality of fairness, justice, and social need. The Republican Party
is proposing something quite radical. They want the government, and I’m quoting them, to be small enough to be
destroyed in a bathtub. What we have to remind ourselves is that the greatness of America is that nothing has ever been
given to us. Everything we have from the eight hour work day, to the right of labor unions to organize, to the right of
women to vote and participate on juries, the right of Blacks to feel that they have rights at all, the right of women to
compete adequately with men in the work place, all of this came about by battle.
Now is the time for us to do five specific things: one, everything we can to organize victories for Obama, president of the
United States, all Democratic candidates in the House and the Senate; if we do not include taking over the house and
the senate in our campaign, it will only be one third of a campaign. Our political inactivity in 2010 has shown that the
rabid right wing was ready and waiting to and has taken over the government, not to make it work, but to prove that
they could force it into subjection. America as we know it is not only in question but that is the only question in the
presidential election of 2012. This is not a time to talk about perfection or jobs, ad infinite. This is a time to say we will
change the economy when we include the House and the Senate as well as the presidency in the government of the
United States. There must be a realignment that makes that a reality. As of this moment, we have the House of
Representatives that are committed to making sure that the government does not work. The only beautiful thing about
this is in November we decide this once and for all. So I’m calling on all of you to, through all of your skills, and the
reason I’m calling upon all of you, those of you who have organized, is I do not have to explain to you the power of
mobilizing, the power of empowerment. We changed our lives and changed the lives of millions. It is time for us to
simply do what we know well and get into to motion to do some specific things: 1) re-elect President Obama president
of the United States; 2) assist the Democratic Party in taking control of the House and the Senate; and 3) establish a
nationwide hookup to serve several ends. We should support the movie now being developed about Fannie Lou Hamer,
and also support Thundering Freedom, a great book by Sue Lorenzi and Cheryl Reitan about Holmes County. This
book tells the story of Holmes County, it tells the story of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. It also tells the
one classic story of the Freedom Democratic Party and the NAACP working successfully together in Mississippi.
The story of true American heroes: Hartman Turnbow, Ralthus Hayes, Ms. Pegues, Walter Bruce, is told. What we
begin to understand is that is necessary for us to use this history. To make sure that we spread the word as wide as
possible, such materials have to be integrated in the history curriculum of the nation’s education system.
One other major area of concentration would be the promotion and selling of the SNCC tapes of the 50th Anniversary
events and programs. With the exception of the Anti-Saloon League, there is no organization in American Political
History that was as successful and had as much as of an impact on the American culture and on the bringing in of the
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powerless into political empowerment as has the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. I joined with them in
helping write that history. I vouch for it. I will not join with them in helping re-write it. But, I do want the materials
circulated, because I think it is the best organizing, mobilizing tool we have.
I hope that all of you will understand that this newsletter is your newsletter. I am joined by three great Americans in help
making this newsletter possible, myself, Margaret Kibbee, Irvin Davis (of SETF). We’re an indispensable team, and we’re
of equal rank, but we like this newsletter because this newsletter exists to empower people. This is not about entertainment, this is not about advertisement, this is about how do we galvanize people that we know to be organizers to do what
they do best and that’s organize. Now if you have any questions about any of these activities email Margaret Kibbee at
margaretkibbee@ymail.com, email Irvin Davis at idavis@setvision.org, or call Lawrence Guyot at 202-332-5157.
Fannie Lou Hamer deserves our uncompromising support; Holmes County is just as deserving. Let’s stop waiting on
other people to promote and buy books written about our history that we can use to make sure our history is replicated
and that our history doesn’t simply sit on a shelf but these books become part of the body politic of the great country of
the United States of America. Reading is a political act, especially when you have a rich body of literature which
captures the organization history and the empowerment of the people who wrote it. In this history, we found ourselves
and found each other and together created a different world. We must accept responsibility for passing on this collective
information to as many people as possible, creating and developing organizers to organizing for action and not have
them sit on the sidelines doing nothing. I ask all of you to join with me in what may be our final fight.
We must remember that in 1972 the Republican Party proposed canceling the congressional elections. Who knows
what happens if we make the terrible mistake of losing the presidency, the house, and the senate in 2012. The reason I
speak so grimly is I believe what the Republican Party has said it plans to do. I trust that they are about delivering an
awful lot of pain to as many Americans as possible. I trust that their interest is that of the very very wealthy.
I look forward to this battle. I am glad to have lived long enough to be in it because I personally feel that everything I’ve
ever done was prepatory to the fight we’re in now. This is the fight to save and redefine the greatest country on earth, the
United States of America. Join with me and to those of you who would implore you to be tempted to accept perfection
over what is possible tell them not yet, not now, maybe never. God bless each and every one of you, let’s get to work! on.
Lawrence Guyot – September 2012
(202) 332-5157

Wish I knew how
it would feel to be
free
Nina Simone/Billy Taylor

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TarrSrx4v0&feature=email

Movement History
Mississippi Contested Elections –
The Historic 1965 Testimony of
Lawrence Guyot
LAWRENCE GUYOT, residing at 507 North Farish
Street, Jackson, MS, having been first duly sworn by
the hearing examiner, was examined and testified as
follows:
Direct examination by Mr. Laskin:
Q. Would you state your full name, please?—
A. Lawrence Guyot, chairman for the executive
committee for the Freedom Democratic Party.
Q. Where do you reside?—A. 507 North Farish
Street. That is my business address.
Q. Are you a member of the Negro race?—A. Yes.
Q. How long have resided in Mississippi?—A. Twentysix years.
Q. Were you born here?—A. Yes, July 17, 1939 in
Pass Christian, Miss.
Q. Are you registered to vote, sir?.—A. Yes.
Q. In what county are you registered to vote?—
A. In Harrison County, in the Fifth Congressional
District in the State of Mississippi.

Lawrence Guyot in 1963 Greenwood, MS showing newsmen his bruises from
police beatings after his arrest for participating in a local civil rights demonstration.

Q. Who purports to be your Congressman in the Fifth
Congressional District?—A. An individual, illegally
elected, by the name of William Colmer.
Q. Have you ever voted for William Colmer, by the
way?—A. No.
Q. You did vote in the last presidential election, did
you not?—A. That’s right.
Q. What is your educational background, Mr. Guyot?
Can you tell us about that?—A. I have a Bachelor of
Science degree in biology and chemistry from Tougaloo
Southern Christian College.
Q. Have you done any teaching in this respect?—A. No.
Q. Have you conducted any workshops in voter
registration and voter education?—A. I began, in
1962, working with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee on voter registration and education
throughout the State of Mississippi in attempting to
participate and encourage others to participate in
demonstrations around the right to vote.
Q. How long have you been engaged in this work?—
A. Since August of 1962.
Q. And this was before you even graduated from
college?—A. That’s right. I graduated with the class of
1963.
Q. Are you presently engaged in voter registration
work, workshops, speaking, and so forth?—A. Presently, myself and the members and officials of the
Freedom Democratic Party are engaged in attempting
to organize the Democratic Party throughout the State
of Mississippi and attempting to offer political education to people who have been deprived systematically
of that type of education for the last 73 years.
Q. Have you met with much success in this regard?—
A. We have met with systematic intimidation and
systematic oppression on every level by every institution in this state from the State Highway Patrol to the
Society for the Preservation of the White Race, the Ku
Klux Klan, the Sovereignty Commission and the White
Citizens Council. Presently, we are attempting to show
that individuals throughout the State operate under all
of these bannerheads. It is completely impossible to
attempt to organize politically in a State that is controlled on every level like this. I think that the case of
COFO versus Rainey , which asked that Federal
marshals be placed in Mississippi to protect the
guaranteed rights of individuals attempting to register
to vote and attempting and attempting to organize
politically, and the way that was handled by Judge Cox
points out that we have no recourse, even in Federal
Court. Judge Cox immediately threw that case out. It
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was then given to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals,
and they pointed out very clearly that Judge Cox
overextended his discretion and they then asked in the
remanded issue that the Justice Department enter into
the case in the form of amicus curiae. I think that is
important for people to understand that the type of
intimidation, the systematic use of churches, the
newspapers, the television, radio, all of the news media,
has hampered not only political organizing or people
simply attempting to register to vote, but it has hampered labor coming in here to provide a fruitful
means of employment for Negroes and whites and
it has made it impossible for unions to organize in this
state, and it has offered a continual threat to Negroes
and whites who attempt to express any opinion of
dissent. Just as it was pointed out this afternoon,
people are fired simply when they ask about wages or
have any question or inquiry about anything. It is not
allowed in the State. This State is controlled by a few
people, the State Democratic Party and the State
legislature, made up of people who operate as Democrats but who unequivocally supported the Republican
platform and candidates. Now, wile they have a right
to do this, I would question whether or not, politically,
they would also have the right, vis-à-vis the State
legislature, to pass a genocide bill. This bill was
outlined to attempt to imprison any individual who
had two illegitimate children. The mothers were
offered the alternative of spending 2 months in prison,
in the State prison located in Parchman, Miss., or to
voluntarily surrender themselves for operations which
would render them sterile. There was a lot of discussion about this bill, and it was all done before it was
finally brought to the floor. Now, if it would not have
been for the national attention garnered by organizations outside of Mississippi, I have no doubt that this
bill would have passed. The operation of politics in
Mississippi has been on the basis of gentleman’s
agreements, and worked out before the actual meetings. The Governor is no longer able to maintain law
and order in the State. He has said so by pointing out
that he is not prepared to call a special session of the
legislature this year because he is afraid of the type of
sounding board that that would actually give to the
country. I think that now it is imperative that this
country, vis-a-vis the House of Representatives,
understand that all of the existing channels of government and entrée into government have been utilized by
the people in Mississippi. And I think that if that is
taken into consideration, if this challenge fails, then we
have no recourse.

Q. What has been your personal experience, Mr.
Guyot, that would bring this home? For example, have
you had occasion to change the county of your registration in Mississippi?—A. I have worked in quite a few
counties throughout the State of Mississippi, and I
have either attempted to register to vote or I have
assisted other individuals in attempting to register to
vote, to break down the fear that has permeated this
State because, first of all, people have to go into a
courthouse, which they have never been allowed to go
in before, and they have to face a registrar who represents white legal authority, and it is understood by all
of the applicants that that registrar has the final
discretion as to whether or not the are going to be
registered, and the only recourse is to simply go down
again and again.
Q. Has this happened to you?—A. It has happened to
anyone attempting to register vote. Now, it’s just a
matter of population ratio that it didn’t happen to me
in Harrison County, which is, by Mississippi standards,
a more liberal county, there are 110,000 individuals
and 10,000 of them are Negro.
Q. Is it true, is it not, Mr. Guyot, that you have tried
to register in two other counties?—A. That is correct.
Q. And you are a college graduate with a B.S. degree?—A. That’s right.
Q. And you were refused a passing status in those two
other counties; is that correct?—A. That’s right.
Q. Mr. Guyot, the Freedom Democratic Party was
instrumental in starting this congressional challenge to
have the election of the present five incumbents
declared a nullity; is that right?—A. That’s right.
Q. Has the defense of these five Congressmen come to
your attention; that they themselves have not been
guilty of any misconduct or shootings or burnings or
bombings or economic reprisals that we have heard
testimony about during the depositions taken in this
matter; that they themselves are innocent of misconduct and should therefore not suffer from the outrageous and unlawful acts of other persons in the State of
Mississippi; and that therefore their election should be
declared invalid? I would ask you, as one of the
instrumental and moving parties of this challenge
contest, if you have heard it how you feel about this
defense of the five Congressmen of Mississippi.—A. I
think we have to take into consideration the legal
rationale that the Justice Department has used in the
case of United States v. Phipps, which was reviewed by
the Supreme Court and which was remanded to the
State of Mississippi and they were ordered to hear that
case within the next 2 months, because the same legal
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rationale used in that case is also used in the congressional challenge. That challenge was formally filed
according to title 2, sections 201 et seq., about which
there is no leal question as to validity. Now, we allege
factually that in 1870 there is no legal question as to
validity. Now, we allege factually that in 1870 the State
of Mississippi was readmitted to the Union with the
specific order that it would not change its voter
registration laws, which at the time were simply that an
individual be 21 years of age, live in the State 1 year,
not have been convicted of a felony—period. We are
also concerned with pointing out that the vagary of
section 244, which turns on an individual being able
to read and interpret any of the 285 sections of the
constitution in the discretion of the registrar, and the
publication of the names, addresses of prospective
applicants for registration---this had identified these
individuals as targets for various forms of intimidation,
which has been substantiated very soundly in the
depositions that have been taken from former victims
of this type of intimidation. We are alleging, quite
simply, that whether or not these individuals participated themselves, still, members, associates, and
representatives of the political party in which they are
represented were instrumental in this type of oppression and intimidation. We take the position that they
were, first of all, illegally elected because the elections
were illegal. And we feel that the integrity of the
House of Representatives is really the question. This is
not simply a southern question. It is a question of
whether or not the House will constitutionally and
pragmatically retain its right to control its Members.
We fell that what is really at question is how political
power is going to be distributed in this country,
because there is no comparison between the election of
any of the five pretenders in Mississippi and Congressmen from any other State in this country. And at the
same time these individuals occupy seats of power
which determine national and international policy.
Q. Mr. Guyot, taking all that into consideration, your
opinion that there is actual responsibility on the part of
these five purported Congressmen from Mississippi,
have you not heard of the other defense set forth by the
State and its official and its governmental apparatus;
that things will get better and are in fact getting better,
that the Negro will be allowed to register to vote, and
that law and order will prevail? Have you not heard
them say that everyone, regardless of race, will achieve
equal rights and have access to the polls? This is their
other defense raised in this lawsuit, Mr. Guyot, and I
would like to know, in light of this promise by the

Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Mississippi Economic
Council, attorney general, and all of the official
representatives of the State, why do you still fell it is
necessary to carry forward with this challenge in the
light of this prospect, this promise that things in
Mississippi will achieve a democratic and equitable
condition?—A. Presently, I think we have conclusively
proven that there is no legal framework or no legal
recourse for people in the State of Mississippi, be it the
city judge, count judge, or Federal district judge. And I
think that if this challenge is going to be instrumental in
any political change in the State, then they are going to
have to have free and open elections in 1965. I thin that
the Governor, attorney general, secretary of state and
state legislature have no more control over the radical
insurrectionists of Mississippi than you or I have.
Q. Who are the radical insurrectionists, Mr. Guyot?—
A. I think there are a few people in this State who are
professional killers and others who reach a point
psychologically by the climate created in this State by
the dissemination by all of the mass media of a lack of
information and also a pattern of hatred that has been
directed not only at Negroes, but also at the lower
economic level of all people throughout this State. I
believe the State government is no more able to control
what goes on in Mississippi than the Federal Government has, because of its inactivity, not controlled it. I
think if we really look at the facts, we would find that a
lot of local Mississippians are serving as FBI agents
who, coincidentally, happen to be members of the same
families or very good friends of the local sheriffs and
local police department. We cannot realistically expect
relatives and old friends to arrest relatives and old
friends when they violate the law. I think the real
proof came when Charles Everett, who interviewed in
Greenwood as a member of the FBI, simply terminated
his post in the middle of his function to run for district
attorney in Leflore County, and he won a resounding
victory.
Q. When did this happen?—A. This happened in the
general election of 1962.
Q. And you speak now from personal knowledge of
these radical, lawless elements and their effect on the
government of Mississippi; is that correct?—A. On the
government and on the prospective applicants or
people who are trying to enter for the first time in 73
years into the political process. I think that the
injunction that I have offered to you as an exhibit
really points out the systematic attempt of the secretary
of state, attorney general and Governor, who paradoxically make up the election commission of this State—
the injunction filed against the operation and activities
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of the Freedom Democratic Party is just one occasion
of the type of suppression that this State will go to, to
make sure that not only Negroes don’t get involved in
politics but whites of a certain economic level don’t get
involved either.
Q. This injunction is captioned “Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party versus the State of Mississippi and
the Chancellor of First Judicial District of Hinds
County” ;is that right?—A. No, that is the suit we
filed in Federal district court, pointing out that the
injunction—the first three pages—violated our rights.
Q. I’m sorry. The document I was referring to was the
answer of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party to
this attempt by the State of Mississippi to suppress the
part’s functions in the State.—A. That’s right.
Q. Mr. Guyot, in your personal experience, have you
run up against this lawlessness and intimidation, that
you have described, that is generally existing throughout the state?—A. Yes, I have.
Q. Can you describe, to bring this home to us, some
of the experiences that you, as the executive chairman
of the Freedom Democratic Party, have had?—
A. Before I was elected chairman of the executive
committee of the Freedom Democratic Party, I was
working on voter registration with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. On June 9, 1963, I
was arrested. Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosemary
Clark, and three other individuals were arrested on
their way back from a workshop in Dorchester, GA.,
which was conducted by the Christian Southern
Leadership Conference and by the Student nonviolent
Coordinating Committee to instruct students how to
conduct voter registration activities and political rallies.
They stopped in Winona, Miss., at which time they
were arrested by members of the highway patrol,
beaten—well, I called Winona to attempt to find out
the bond and charges.
Q. Excuse me, Mr. Guyot, would you set the date of
this incident for us, please?—A. It was June 9, 1963.
Q. All right, continue please. —A. I called Winona to
attempt to find out the bond and the charges at which
time the individual who answered the phone and
identified himself as the sheriff told me---asked me
asked me if I was calling about “those niggers who had
been arrested at the bus station.”
Q. A person who identified himself as a sheriff of the
county, Montgomery County---A. I asked to speak to
the sheriff, and this person answered the phone, and I
thought at the time he was the sheriff of the county.

Q. And this person stated, “Are you calling about
those niggers?”----A. “Those niggers that were arrested
at the bus station.” And I said, “No, I’m not; I’m
calling about those American citizens arrested at the
bus station. And he said if I was really interested in
finding out about the bond and the charges, I should
go down there. So I left Greenwood and went to
Winona, and myself and Milton Hancock attempted to
see the sheriff of Montgomery County, and one of us
was allowed into the sheriff ’s office, at which time I
identified myself as working on voter registration in
Greenwood. I then asked about the charges and I was
inquiring about the individuals arrested at the bus
station, and I was then recognized by a member of the
State Highway patrol, Bassinger, who had seen me
active in voter registration in Greenwood on January
27, 1963. Now, what happened then was that I was
told that there was no bond and that they would not be
allowed to have visitors, at which time I left. I attempted to walk back to the car that we had gone to
Winona in from Greenwood, a distance of 14 miles,
and I was asked by the sheriff and the man, Bassinger, a
member of the State highway patrol, whether or not I
was a member of that thing in Greenwood; and I said I
didn’t know what he was talking about. At that time
he asked me didn’t I know how to say, Yes Sir.”
Q. The State highway patrolman asked you that?—
A. Yes. He hit me in the mouth and knocked into the
street. I got up and the sheriff said “This nigger is
getting unruly.” At that time I was arrested for disturbing the peace, resisting arrest—I think those were the
only two charges then.
Q. Disturbing the peace and resisting arrest?—
A. That’s right.
Q. After you merely said you didn’t know what he was
talking about by “that thing in Greenwood?”—
A. That’s right.
Q. And you were his and knocked down and place
under arrest?—A. That’s right; and I was taken by
Bassinger, their member of the highway patrol. At this
time I was again subjected a lot of questions. A piece
of paper was found in my pocket had been given to me
the night before and which had written on it, “killed in
a car,” at which time I was charged with murder.
Q. How did you happen to have this piece of paper in
your pocket, Mr. Guyot?—A. This piece of paper was
given to me on the streets of Greenwood as I was attempting to serve in my function as a person concerned
about voter registration. I was asked by the donor of this
piece of paper to turn it over to the FBI. It remained in
my pocket overnight, and I was arrested in Winona
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before I could turn it over to the FBI. This piece of paper
was used as evidence to charge me with a murder that
had occurred of two people 2 weeks ago in a car.
Q. Who were these two people who were murdered?—
A. I have no idea.
Q. Do you know what race?—A. They were white.
Q. Go ahead please.—A. I was beaten for 4 hours by
members of the highway patrol, by members of the
local police, the sheriff and the mayor of Winona.
I was punched, kicked. One individual was playing
with a long knife and said, “We should castrate all of
you black bastards, and that might begin to solve some
of the problems.” And another was playing with a gun
behind my head and he kept moving it across the back
of my head, and at the same time I was pushed against
the wall by two of them and punched repeatedly in the
chest and stomach by a member of the highway patrol
who was later identified by the Justice Department.
Q. Do you know his name?—A. I don’t know, no.
After this beating which involved thrusting a piece of
lit paper in the area of my genitals, there was an
attempt to get me to answer questions that I had
actually committed that murder of those two individuals, whom I did not know and did not know had been
murdered at that time. I was then taken from the
courthouse—this occurred in the sheriff ’s office in the
presence of the city officials, members of the State
highway patrol. And after that beating, when I was
somewhat dizzy and groggy, I was then taken to the
Montgomery County jail. Telephone calls began to
come in, long distance calls, because I had left word at
the Greenwood office that if I were detained obviously
it would be because I was arrested. Those calls, in fact,
saved my life. I have no reason to believe that those
guys wouldn’t have killed me if other individuals were
not aware that I was in that jail.
Q. Whom do you refer to by “those guys”?—
A. The two members of the State highway patrol,
three members of the local police, chief of police,
sheriff, and mayor of that town. I have no reason to
believe that they were not concerned with killing me or
anyone else who threatened to open up voter registration activities in Montgomery County.
Q. Had you been identified as a voter registration
worker in that county?—A. I had identified myself
when I walked in that office, and during the beatings
Bassinger pointed out that he remembered me because
I had been involved in demonstrations in Greenwood
and that was what led to the question of whether I was
in that thing. Now, you see, on June 13—well, first of
all, I was transferred back and forth from the Mont-

gomery County jail to the county courthouse, and to
the Carroll County courthouse and Carroll County
jail; and I was beaten in that jail and I was approached
by someone posing as a member of he FBI.
Q. Who beat you in the Carroll County jail?—
A. The jailer and an individual who represented
himself after the beatings, as a member of the FBI. He
wanted to point out to me-he showed me a small badge
which I knew was not the identical material of the FBI
because of my former activities with them about voter
registration, and he then attempted to explain that he
would attempt to get all the charges dropped and that I
could walk from Winona to Greenwood. At the time I
was wearing overalls used throughout the delta by
people working on voter registration, and he said I
didn’t have to worry because people would recognize
me, and I wouldn’t have anything to worry about
because we had to get rid of these problems and one
way to get rid of them would be to drop the charges
and I could walk to Greenwood.
Q. What is the distance?—A. Fourteen miles.
Q. And he wanted you to walk this distance?—
A. That’s right. But I refused until I could be picked
up because I felt my life was in danger and also I was
physically unable to walk that distance after having
undergone a beating some 3 1/2 hours the day before.
I then called Greenwood and two individuals came
down to pick me up. James Peacock is the name of one
of them. They were both arrested then, and I found
out that the charges had not been dropped but that I
would be tried the next morning. But before the trial,
I was taken back to Montgomery County and beaten
again; and the chief of police and Bassinger, the State
highway patrolman wanted me to sign a statement to
the effect that I came to Winona, I had trouble with
the police, I was drinking and I fell out of a car and
wounded myself.
Q. And this was third beating that you sustained in
that period of time?—A. That’s right. I refused to sign
the statement because it was not true, and I was then
told by the chief of police that if I signed the statement
he would try to get the murder charges dropped, and if
I didn’t I would stay in Parchman just so long as the
sun shines. Now, after being beaten again, because of
not signing that statement, I was taken back to the
Montgomery County jail, at which time I was visited
by Dr. Howard, a doctor from Winona, and he
attempted to get me to say I had fallen out of a car. I
took the position that I was not prepared to make any
statement relevant to the bruises I had incurred.
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Q. What was your physical condition at that time,
besides the bruises you described?—A. Well, there
were two gashes in the frontal and coronal area of my
skull.
Q. Indicating your forehead?—A. That’s right, this
area here {indicated}. Also, I was bleeding from my
nose and mouth, and I was bruised throughout the
chest and stomach area, and I also had what appeared
to be small blood clots in the area of the leg {indicating}, because I had been kicked repeatedly by three
individuals after I had been knocked to the floor.
Q. You are pointing to the calf and shins of your leg? —
A. That’s right, and the upper the upper leg too, inside
the thigh here.
Q. All right, go ahead, Mr. Guyot.—A. After seeing
Dr. Howard, it then really became funny to me because
the chief of police, after having received a lot of longdistance phone calls brought me some aspirin because
he didn’t want me to die in that jail.
Q. The chief of police did this?—A. That’s right.
Q. Now, in this primary, I believe you said you
voted?—A. Right. After that I was interviewed by two
very scared members of the FBI who pointed out very
clearly that they were guests of the police and that we
would have to talk quietly, at which time, despite the
condition I was in, I gave a factual statement to those
members of the FBI and I signed that statement. Two
days later I was released on—no, I was tried first, the
next day, found guilty of disturbing the peace, resisting
arrest, and I was told that an investigation was being
conducted relative to the murder charge.
Q. Did you have a lawyer at this murder trial?—
A. No, I asked for a continuance in order to get a
lawyer, but they pointed out that wouldn’t be necessary,
wouldn’t make any difference, and it didn’t.
Q. The judge said that to you?—A. That’s right.
Q. That you would be found guilty anyway, even after
a fair trial?—A. After any trial there. That’s right.
Q. Now, Mr. Guyot, at any time during your stay in
the Winona jail, were you taken out of your cell and
turned over to the white citizens?—A. That happened
the night after the trial. I was taken out of the Montgomery County jail and there was a crowd of individuals in front of that jail, and I was turned over to them.
I was beaten, shoved, and kicked and then taken by the
jailer back into the jail. On the next day I was released
on $300 bond.
Q. Who were these people who beat you in front of
the jail? Do you have any idea who the citizens
were?.—A. I think that these citizens were members of

the White Citizens Council because some of them I
knew from my voter registration activities in Greenwood and Greenville. And I think it was not simply a
bunch of people interested in someone who happened
to be in jail because right after I was taken back into
the Montgomery County jail, after that beating that
night, I was photographed by some 25 people. I was
forced to stand against the wall and 25 people just
came in and took pictures. Now the day after that
beating and after the trial, I was released on $300
bond. It was only then that I found out that June 13
Medgar Evers had been killed because after that killing
they cut off all the radios in the jail. And then I
returned to Greenwood to attempt to conduct the
voter registration activities, and then was carried off
until June 25 when 23 of us were arrested for demonstrating in front of the Leflore County courthouse.
Q. You were arrested again in Greenwood?—A. That’s
right. The charges then were disturbing the peace and
loud and unruly noises, and the reasoning behind this
was—well, there was no reason. In face, we simply
went down to assist in the voter registration activities
of people who wanted to register to vote in Leflore
County. The 23 of us were arrested June 25, and we
were added to another group of individuals who had
been arrested on June 17 when a bomb had been
thrown into a voter registration meeting in Itta Bena.
Q. These people were arrested because one of their
meetings were bombed?—A. A voter registration
meeting was conducted to teach prospective applicants
how to pass the voter registration test and to attempt to
get away from some of the fear that had been taught
them throughout their lives. A bomb was thrown into
this meeting. The people then left the meeting and
attempted to go to the supervisor’s home, who was the
presiding official as far as law and order were concerned
in Itta Bena.
Q. He was the supervisor of what?—A. Of a district,
say. Now, what happened; when they left and attempted to go ask for protection, they were then
arrested, 45 people, people who just left a meeting that
had been bombed, and they were sent to the county
farm. Now, the 23 of us arrested on the 25th of June
were also sent to the county farm. We were then
forced to work in clearing highways and what have
you, which we did for 2 1/2 days, at which time we
decided that in view of the fact that, first of all, we had
been illegally arrested and second of all, there was
imminent physical danger because of the nervousness
of the guards and the casual conversations that they
carried on with people we had known to be involved in
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other cases and incidents of brutality directed at people
working on voter registration—that we would no
longer work.
Q. Where was this prison farm?—A. The Leflore
County Prison Farm is located 17 miles north of
Greenwood.
Q. You were in fear of your lives, in other words?—
A. That’s right.
Q. So you stopped working on this county prison
farm?—A. That’s right.
Q. What happened then?—A. The next day we were
approached by an individual named Fountainberry, who
was the superintendent of the work farm, and he
pointed out that if we didn’t work he would have to beat
us; and we pointed out that we not going to work—
period. A day later, we were approached by 43 individuals who were armed with submachine guns, baseball
bats, and cattle prods, loaded onto a bus, and taken to
Parchman Prison. The 23 of us had bee joined—well,
let me start again. There were actually 68 of us, but
some of the people remained on the county farm. The
23 of us were transferred to Parchman prison where we
were placed in individual cells, where we were deprived
of all our clothing and all our personal belongings.
Q. Is this the State penitentiary, by the way?—A. Right.
Q. Where is that located?—A. In Sunflower County,
Parchman, Mississippi.
Q. All right, they stripped you of all your possessions?—A. That’s right, and we instructed—well, first
of all, we were put in the maximum security compound and we were place in individual cells, and we
were instructed not to talk with one another, which we
did, of course. When we did talk, we were then placed
in the hot box. The hot box is room 6 by 6 which has
2 inches of air space—I mean a space in which air can
enter—and at one time 21 of us were placed in that
room.
Q. In a room six by six?—A. That’s right.
Q. What about plumbing?—A. There was a hole in
the floor which served as the only plumbing facility
available.
Q. How long did you stay in there?—A. Three days.
Q. You spent 3 days in a hot box like that?—A. That’s
right. Now other individuals of the 23 who were
imprisoned at that time spent more than 3 days in
there. We were also visited at the time by members of
the Sovereignty Commission and by the then-Governor Barnett, who came to the prison and wanted to
find out what we thought of conditions.

Q. Ross Barnett, the former Governor of Mississippi,
came to ask you what you thought of the conditions?—A. That’s right. Now, some of the prisoners
were interviewed by members of the press, the Mississippi press, and there was an attempt to point out that
this was really a movement of people attempting to
register to vote, but that there was a leader of the
group and that everyone blindly followed the orders of
the leader; and one person, after being put under
pressure, agreed that this was what in fact existed.
However, this was contrary to what in fact was the
truth of the matter this was not the method of operation of people working on voter registration.
Q. Did they make any threats to you at that time
while you were in Parchman?—A. Yes, there threats to
fix us.
Q. What do you understand that to mean; a threat to
fix you?—A. I asked one of the doctors on that place.
Parchman, what they meant by that, and he said,
“Well, castration, you know what I mean.”
Q. In other words, if you persisted in your voter
registration activities, you were threatened with
castration?—A. That’s right.
Q. Were there any other threats?—A. Well, there were
threats in, first of all—is to make sure everybody in the
State would know who was involved, the names and
address of the 23 of us were passed around, really,
because we were visited by individuals from across the
State who some of us had known in other areas as
members of the Sovereignty Commission or White
Citizens Council.
Q. You recognized these persons who came to the
prison as officials of the State government, is that
correct?—A. Of the Sovereignty Commission, yes.
Q. Go on, Mr. Guyot.—A. We remained in Parchman
for 2 months, after which the bond was finally put up
and were released. Then the voter registration activities
began. I went to Hattiesburg, Miss., September 17 to
witness the trial of Theron C. Lind by a three judge
panel.
Q. Who was Theron C. Lind?—A. He was the
registrar of Forrest County tried by a three judge panel
on September 17, at which time he was found guilty of
employing discriminatory practices and he was ordered
to register 45 individuals and to use 14 of the 285
sections of the sections of the Mississippi Constitution.
And I passed out copies of the voter registration
application in the courtroom, in a federal district
courtroom at which time I was stopped by the bailiff.
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But I simply refuse to stop passing out that information because I felt it was very relevant to the case being
heard.
Q. Was this a State of Federal official who stopped
you?—A. It was a Federal official. He attempted to
stop me. I didn’t stop. However, when I stepped
outside of the courtroom, I was arrested by a member
the Hattiesburg police department and I was arrested
on the basis that I did not have a selective service card.
I was then retained in that jail for 2 days, after which I
was released.
Q. Did you have a trial?—A. No.
Q. And the charge was failure to have a selective
service card?—A. That’s right.
Q. And that was all?—A. That’s right.
Q. And you spent 2 days in jail?—A. That’s right.
Q. After you got out of jail, what happened?—
A. I began to work on voter registration in Forrest
County, and that led up to an attempt to really open
up and conduct workshops and rallies to get people to
attempt to register to vote. This was completely
unsuccessful to any substantial number until January
22 when we called a Freedom Day and people from all
of the civil rights groups in Mississippi and the National Council of Churches participated in a demonstration that was timed politically, because the inauguration of Governor Johnson was on the 21st of January
and this Freedom Day was the 22nd of January and
Hattiesburg was Governor Johnson’s home town, and if
he was a Governor then he should be involved in
seeing that people were allowed to be registered to vote.
This obviously didn’t work.
Q. Wasn’t the Governor interested in seeing that
people were registered to vote?—A. Obviously he was
not or else he would have seen that they were registered
if he had any political power in the State; but I think
the political climate then was as it is now. No one
controls this State. There is no law or order or a
possibility of law and order. As long as the consistent
dissemination of hate material is not only perpetuated
but is also produced by the State Agencies of the socalled State government, there is no hope for law and
order.
Q. Do you notice any improvement in the climate
since the middle of February of this year?—A. I notice
absolutely none. I think the forms of intimidations are
somewhat changing, but it is intimidation. I think
now the attempt will be to deal somewhat with slight
changes in that for the first time this year teachers
talked about the right to vote in their State Mississippi
Teachers Association meetings. I think that unless free

and open elections are called in this State, what is
going to happen is that instead of simply totally
disenfranchising Negroes and a certain economic level
of whites, a few qualified Negroes and a very few
qualified whites are going to be taken into what is
called, quite falsely, the political activity in the State of
Mississippi. And I really believe that unless the voting
bill is tied with actually effectuating the congressional
challenge and these people are unseated, and in fact
free and open elections are called in every State in
which that voting bill is implemented, then what will
have been done by the United States, the House of
Representatives and the Senate is that they will have
condoned and participated in, by the lack of activities
or by omission, the work of individuals illegally elected
in representing this State on the city, county and State
level for 4 years, even after the vote was given legally to
people who would not have a chance to vote in an
election for the next 4 years unless special elections are
called.
Q. Mr. Guyot, as executive chairman of the FDP, did
you have plans to attend the Democratic National
Convention in Atlantic City in August of 1964?—
A. That’s right. I was elected to the delegation at the
State convention of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party. Three days before the National Democratic Convention I was called by members of the
police department in Hattiesburg and told that either I
surrender myself to be placed in jail for 30 days or Mr.
Bishop, who had placed $700 bond for my release on
appeal, would have to pay the $700.
Q. This was a prior arrest?—A. That was from a prior
arrest; right. I was arrested in the month of January
twice, once on the charge of contribution to the
delinquency of a minor, at which time the bail was
$1,600, and it was proven that at that time, first of all,
I didn’t know the individual that I was supposed to
have contributed to the delinquency of, and her
mother didn’t know me, and yet I found guilty. That
was appealed and that is pending appeal now before
the Mississippi Supreme court. The second arrest that
occurred in Hattiesburg was in the same month and it
dealt with interference with an officer because we were
picketing in front of the Forrest County courthouse,
attempting to give attention to the fact that Negroes
had been systematically excluded by Theron C. Lind,
who was in fact guilty under the Federal decree. Three
individuals were arrested in front of me and I asked the
arresting officer what the charges were, and he placed
me under arrest immediately. I asked him for the
charges of my arrest, and he said, “Interfering with an
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arresting officer.” And that case was appealed. And I
asked that a continuance be granted until I get the
attorney and this was not granted. Finally, there were
three of us and we simply stood mute and plead
innocent, at which time we were found guilty nevertheless. The $700 was then placed by Mr. Bishop to
appeal that case, that we would be released on bond
pending appeal.
Q. Where did you spend the time when the Democratic Convention in Atlantic City was going on?
Where were you?—A. I was in Forrest County jail
because the attempted appeal had been unsuccessful,
because my attorney at that time was John Conner,
who was at that time running for Congressman in
Michigan and he found it impossible to return because
of the necessity of him participating in his campaign
there.
Q. Do you plan to go on with your activities?—
A. I think that the plan of people, not only myself but
of people in Mississippi, is quite evident. And I think
we now recognize that the political—well, in the same
manner in which the lily white traditional Democratic
Party has been the legal arm to systematically disen-

franchise and to starve and deprive people of education, that if in fact it is opened up to people who have
this interest and who have the interest of labor being
brought into Mississippi and unions being allowed to
organize here, I think then that the plans are quite
evident. We will challenge the so-called government of
the State of Mississippi on every level, and that includes Judge Cox because this September we will
attempt to initiate proceedings to impeach him. We
will do this on every level of the government in this
State, and we will operate politically as long as this
country allows us to, and I believe that the outcome of
this congressional challenge will really point out
whether or not this country is prepared to say quite
factually that Mississippi is a part of the United States.
Once we point out that to the United States, then we
have to point out to Mississippi itself that it is a part of
the United States. And that we intend to do.
Mr. Laskin: Thank you very much, Mr. Guyot. I
have noting further.
(The witness was excused by the hearing officer.)

VOTER ID LAWS
By Armand Derfner

Voter ID laws are making news right
now, as we get ready for the 2012
elections and wait to see whether these
laws keep voter turnout (especially
among African-American voters)
down, or work to make sure they
don’t.
There are major lawsuits
challenging Voter ID laws, including
two cases in Washington, D.C.,
challenging the voter ID laws of Texas
and South Carolina, and a case in
Pennsylvania challenging that state’s
law.
So here’s some background on
Voter ID laws.
Voter ID laws are not new,
they’re just an old trick in new clothes.
First, there was total legal
disfranchisement, laws specifically saying African-Americans were not allowed to vote.
That was followed by illegal disfranchisement, when the 15th amendment said AfricanAmericans could vote but the ex-Rebel states still prevented it, by hook and by crook
(including fraud and terrorism). When disfranchisement was no longer possible,
especially after the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the new trick was vote dilution, rigging
the laws to make sure black votes were ineffective, through tactics like gerrymandering
and at-large elections.
As we reached the turn of the millennium, it started to become clear that time was
running out for these tactics. Increasing participation by African-Americans and other
groups like Hispanic-Americans, as well as new patterns of immigration and population
growth, led leading Republicans to realize – and say out loud – that if they didn’t do
something they would become a permanent minority party. So they got to work.
First, tey got their Supreme Court to elect George W. Bush as President in 2000.
Although Al Gore had a 500,000 vote majority in the country, the only vote that counted
was the 5-4 vote by the Supreme Court Justice-politicians.
That meant President Bush was in office when two of the right-wing Justices
retired, so he could pick their replacements and keep a right-wing majority. That rightwing majority invented a new First Amendment in which big money contributors are free
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to pour unlimited money into political races, and they don’t even have to be real people.
The Citizens United case says that corporations can pour all the money they want into
political campaigns too, and do it secretly.
Even this was not enough, so a new tactic was rolled out -- vote suppression.
After 200 years of steadily expanding the right to vote, there was a sudden epidemic of
tricks to stop people from voting. That is where the Voter ID laws come in.
A Voter ID law is just a sneaky method of keeping people from voting. It says
that even if you have already registered to vote, you have to do it again. That is, your
registration card is no good unless you also have a photo ID. And not just any photo ID,
but one that comes only from the state Department of Motor Vehicles or a limited
number of other agencies. Well, that’s fine if you have a driver’s license, or if you’re one
of the few people who have a non-driver ID from the Department of Motor Vehicles. But
hundreds of thousands of people don’t have those photo ID’s, more than 200,000 in
South Carolina, and more than 700,000 people in Pennsylvania, to name just two states.
So if you don’t already have a DMV photo ID, it’s basically a “dual registration”
requirement. That’s what Mississippi used to have: even after you registered at the
County registrar for state and national elections, you still had to register again for town
elections. The courts got rid of that device, but the lesson is that every added hurdle for a
voter will keep many people from voting.
And that’s the secret behind Voter ID laws. Their supporters say, “Oh, it’s just
another small step,” but they know it’s not so easy for many people, and it’s impossible
for some. What if the DMV says they won’t give you a photo ID without a birth
certificate, and you don’t have one? The fact is that many people just won’t go through
that extra step, or don’t realize they need to until it’s too late.
And the deterrent effect isn’t spread evenly across the voting population. If you
think of who doesn’t have driver’s licenses, it’s disproportionately African-Americans,
Hispanics, other minority groups, older people, disabled people, and students. Some of
these people would vote Republican, but the Republican sponsors of Voter ID bills are
confident that a majority of the people who don’t have a photo ID are likely to vote
against them – which is why Republicans like the Voter ID laws. And so, when they see
they can’t win elections fair and square, their tactic is to keep some of their opponents
away from the polls – even though the people they keep away from the polls are
registered voters.
Do they admit what their true purpose is? Not often (although sometimes they
slip, like the Pennsylvania state senator who was excited enough to say that the new
Voter ID law in that state would finally make it possible to carry the state for Mitt
Romney).
No, instead of admitting the truth, they hide behind the notion that they are
combating fraud. As the young people would say, “What a crock!”
True, there is fraud in elections, but it’s not the type that has anything to do with
photo ID’s. Most of the fraud in elections has to do with absentee ballots, or dishonest
officials. Photo ID’s don’t do anything about that.
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Photo ID’s are useful only to prevent one problem – possible impersonation at the
polls, and that is a problem that almost never happens – never! This is not an opposition
to making voters identify themselves at the polls. But the point is that a voter registration
card has always been perfectly sufficient to prevent impersonation. Here is why:
Imagine you want to go to the polls, impersonate an eligible voter, and cast a
fraudulent vote. Here’s what you have to do. First, you have to get that person’s
registration card or other identification required in your state. (In South Carolina, the
registration card shows the voter’s race, sex and date of birth, so you have to choose the
right person to impersonate.) Then you have to make sure that person won’t turn up to
vote (dead, out of state, sick), and hasn’t voted absentee. Then you have to be confident
that no one at the precinct knows you and will recognize that you’re a fake. And that no
one at the precinct knows the person you are pretending to be, which would also be your
undoing. Finally, you have to be confident enough of all these things to risk a 5-year
federal prison term, which is what you’ll get if you are caught.
Some uninformed people say, “well, you need a photo ID to get on an airplane.”
That’s no comparison. When you walk up to the ticket count4er or the gate, you are one
of three billion people in the world who could turn up, and there is no other form of ID
that’s in general use; the polling place, though, has a specific list of “members,” at most a
couple thousand people, all with a standard form of ID, and with poll watchers and others
watching to see who arrives. When the purpose of elections is to try to get every eligible
voter to vote, there is no place in the process for needless hurdles.
The proof is in the absence of reports of fraud. When the Bush Supreme Court
(remember them?) upheld the photo ID law in Indiana a few years ago, the opinion listed
a number of cases of fraud around the country over the years, but no impersonation cases
in the history of Indiana, ever, and only one instance in the rest of the united States.
Another example is the South Carolina photo ID law, which was blocked by the
Justice Department under the Voting Rights Act and which is now being appealed to the
federal court in Washington, D.C. In that case, South Carolina has been asked if they are
aware of any report, claim or rumor, formal or informal, written or oral, of a case of
impersonation, EVER. The TOTAL response is that one person says she was once told
by a woman that her mother asked her to go vote for her. No indication whether it ever
happened or not. If it did, that is ONCE.
That is significant because voters in South Carolina have had to show a
registration card at the polls (the card they get when they register) since 1896!
(Ironically, the card was created as part of the 1895 Constitution to help disfranchise
black voters. Now, they think even that card is not enough to do the job of
disfranchisement.) This means that the registration card has been used in South Carolina
in 29 Presidential elections, 29 gubernatorial elections, and countless primaries and local
elections, a total of over 50,000,000 votes cast over more than a century. And not one
single claim of voter impersonation. Unless you count the lady who may or may not
have voted for her mother.
Before the 2008 elections, photo ID laws had been passed in a few states. As
soon as President Obama was elected, there was a push for these laws by Republicans in
other states, but they didn’t make much progress.
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Then came the disastrous 2010 elections, which put Republicans in control of the
Governor’s mansion or the state legislature in more states, and the epidemic of photo ID
laws spread like wildfire. (The lesson there is what happens when our voters relax, as we
did when President Obama won in 2008. The Tea Party victories in 2010 didn’t represent
a national shift to the Tea Party, but a lack of turnout by our side, which allowed a small
number of right-wing lunatic fringe voters to win a lot of elections.)
Two of the early laws were upheld by the courts, in Georgia by a lower federal
court, and in Indiana by the Supreme Court. The trend is starting to shift now, though, as
the Justice Department has blocked laws in Texas and South Carolina, a state court has
thrown out a photo ID law in Wisconsin, and other cases are moving ahead in
Pennsylvania and other states.
The nation is starting to wake up to this new “poll tax,” and if we stay vigilant and
keep spreading the truth, we will meet this challenge just as we have met previous antidemocratic barriers. At least, we will if we make sure that President Obama is re-elected
so we can get a real Supreme Court as soon as some of the right-wing politicians acting
as Justices retire.
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ROMNEYHOOD
(Robin-Hood in reverse)
Those who help put
Our economy in the ditch
Look the other-way, but
Pledge-allegiance to the rich.

As the real Robin-Hood
In reverse for the GOP
A blind-trust in Romney Hood
Is an Etch-A-Sketch reality.

In a take from the poor
Give to the rich game
Medicare as we know it
Will never be the same.

As one out of sync
With the common-man
Political-apathy is like
Standing on quicksand.

A free-ride for the rich
Is classic Romney-Hood
But Obamacare for the needy
They say, is anythin' but good.

In a take from the poor
Give to the rich game
Medicare as we know it
Will never be the same.

A Ryan, Romney, Russian
Roulette budget-plan
May be a checkmate
For the Tea-party klan.

What the Romney, Ryan
Scheme have in store
Won't help the middle-class
Workin'-class, or the poor.

They put you last, but
You make them first
Becuz class-warfare is
Robin Hood in reverse.

A free-ride for the rich
Is classic Romney-Hood
But Obamacare for the needy
They say, is anythin' but good.

What the Romney, Ryan
Scheme have in store
Won't help the middle-class
Workin'-class, or the poor.

Those who help put
Our economy in the ditch
Look the other-way, but
Pledge-allegiance to the rich.
Romneyhood!
By: Daniel R. Queen
Copyright 2012
All rights reserved.
www.queenspalaceinc.com

Mitt Romney: I Can Relate To
Black People, My Ancestors
Once Owned Slaves
March 13, 2012
By Sarah Wood

In yet another seemingly faux pas moment for the former governor and presidential
candidate, Mitt Romney tells a crowd of supporters in Alabama that he can relate to
the plight of black individuals because his ancestors were slave owners in the 1800′s.
Mitt Romney was addressing a crowd in Prattville, Alabama this past Monday when
he stated:
I understand how difficult it can be for an African-American in today’s society. In
fact, I can relate to black people very well indeed. My ancestors once owned slaves,
and it is in my lineage to work closely with the black community. However, just
because they were freed over a century ago doesn’t mean they can now be
freeloaders. They need to be told to work hard, and the incentives just aren’t there for
them anymore. When I’m president I plan to work closely with the black community to
bring a sense of pride and work ethic back into view for them.

Learn about the Power of the Holmes County Movement:

The local movement like no other in the state, Guyot has said none was „as broad based, indigenous, or
contagious as…Holmes.‟ The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party achieved its greatest successes
there, winning the first major victory in 1967 when Robert Clark, a Holmes County school teacher, was
the first African American elected to the Mississippi House in the 20th century.

THUNDER OF FREEDOM: Black Leadership and the
Transformation of 1960s Mississippi
by Sue [Lorenzi] Sojourner with Cheryl Reitan

Forthcoming December 2012/January 2013
from University Press of Kentucky

In August 2012, final galleys will be corrected and sent to Kentucky to begin the
printing process. On Sunday, October 7, the first public galley reading event will
be held and videotaped in Duluth, Minn., where both [Lorenzi] Sojourner and
Reitan live. State and area CR veterans/leaders/organizers and folks interested in
history are welcome at Temple Israel, 1602-2nd St, from 2:30 to 4:30 for the book
event after which they can join a 5pm supper and joyous holiday dancing celebration.

“THUNDER OF FREEDOM is unique…in that Sojourner was a participant in the events she describes.
[U]like other memoirs, constructed mostly from memory decades after the fact, Sojourner was
compiling the primary source material for this book—documents, oral histories, photographic images—
as…the events themselves were unfolding.
**All excerpts are from the Foreword by Historian John Dittmer, 1995 Bancroft Prize Winner **
**
and author of LOCAL PEOPLE: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi
**

“Insofar as I know, no civil rights memoir combines the reporting of a journalist
with the experience of the organizer and the perspective of an historian.”
“…UNFORGETTABLE PERSONAL PORTRAITS OF LOCAL PEOPLE LIKE ALMA MITCHELL CARNEGIE
WHOSE POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT BEGAN AS A SHARECROPPER IN THE „20s, .…BY THE „60s [SHE]
WAS THE „OLDEST TO JOIN EVERY PERILOUS MOVEMENT ACTION‟…
“The people of Holmes County come alive in this book, the best we have on the daily lives of community
organizers who joined together across lines of social class to crack open Mississippi‟s „closed society.‟
“Sojourner has written a remarkable book….Scholars will comb…it for primary material….
[It will]…appeal to general readers [fascinated by a] time and place
where ordinary people accomplished [the] extraordinary”
For more about THUNDER OF FREEDOM, check websites:
UPK—www.www.kentuckypress.com and [Lorenzi] Sojourner--www.susojourner.com.
Tell us your ideas for a book signing, reading, or other event. Thanks for spreading the FREEDOM word.
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From: THUNDER OF FREEDOM:
Black Leadership and the Transformation of 1960s
Mississippi by Sue [Lorenzi] Sojourner with Cheryl Reitan.
Forthcoming in January 2013 from University Press of
Kentucky. An except from the manuscript.

her willingness to go where her spirit led her.
Informed by the spirit, she walked squarely
down the freedom-fighting road, inspiring
others around and behind her.

Mrs. Alma Mitchell Carnegie and her
Arrest at the 1965 March in Jackson
My jail experience with white
protesters, black leaders, and black organizers
was different from that of those arrested in the
same demonstrations and taken to the
fairgrounds. We had beds and were relatively
uncrowded. Mrs. Alma Mitchell Carnegie,
who with her husband Charlie, was the oldest
of Mileston’s First Fourteen, was in a
fairgrounds pen where she had no cell or bed
or mattress. The stress of being forced to
spend eight nights trying to sleep on the
concrete floors of a crowded pen had to have
drained her, especially amidst the continuing
arrests and beatings. Additionally, she
maintained a complete fast during her entire
lock-up. She ate not even one bite of their food
— more from her deep fear of being poisoned
than for receiving moral sustenance from a
political, philosophical resistance. I’m sure her
own extensive knowledge of Christian
scripture and deep faith buttressed her through
that and all her many struggles. Particularly
fearful regarding food, even under normal
home conditions, she had told me how
someone had killed her chickens and poisoned
her hogs. She didn’t trust the meat sold at the
white supermarket and even at the Mileston’s
co-op.
Still, Mrs. Carnegie’s example lent
weight to our experience of protest and
punishment. She touched something in me,
just as I saw others being touched by her.
Along with her palpable and fervent
connection to the good, the just, and the right
came her vision of the bad, the unjust, and the
wrong. He beliefs sometimes evoked amused
and affectionate chuckles at meetings of the
Movement and the church. She was respected,
however, for herself, her life, and especially

Mrs. Alma Mitchell Carnegie
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was the only light in the black leather interior
of the car. The bucket seats and the rich carpet,
all bright black and gleaming new, were part of
the lemon-yellow new car, borrowed by Clark
from somebody in Jackson. Clark’s eyes and
teeth and bright white shirt were really all that
Robert G. Clark and the 1967 Elections
could be distinguished inside the car. He was
excited, exuberant, and filled with boyish
The 1967 elections were the strongest
delight. His words spilled out on their own and
kind of success. Those two strong black
in response to my many interrupting questions.
victories were the culmination of the Holmes
I hadn’t seen him since the morning
County movement. From the beginning the
after
the
election. We had talked long-distance
Holmes County movement had been dynamic.
Led by landowning black farmers, its members right before New Year’s on the night he heard
called in SNCC workers and white volunteers, that Love had dropped the challenge against
like Henry and me, and organized an effective his being seated.
We talked of his seating, his daily
political force. Holmes County was a showcase
routine, his plans, vacation, and the pup he had
of black organization and dedication, and the
given me a few months earlier, after Puppydog
1967 election was its high point.
Not only did we elect two candidates to was killed. He mentioned the departure of
office, but we also won on other critical fronts. Alec, who had left Mississippi after the
elections. He said he had left my “Some
We won because the middle class and the
People” story in Jackson, implying that it was
landless poor worked together. We won
too valuable to leave in irresponsible hands.
because the factions—the FDP-led coalition
Clark is smooth and has a warm way of
and the NAACP—recognized that white
making
the person he is talking to think that he
supremacy was the real enemy and set aside
thinks that person is very important to him. He
their political and personal differences to
also has a way of seeming very cool but so
support the common goal. The black leaders
disorganized and busy, busy, that you must be
won by taking their fate in their own hands.
taking up his time, his valuable important time,
They won by running their own campaign.
speaking of trivia with him. It’s almost as
Freedom’s thunder cracked through the
though he has read of lot of books and knows
ugliness of Mississippi racism and its blatant
all the proper rules, like involving a lot of
cruelty.
Representative Robert G. Clark was the people, playing up to local leaders, patronizing
local machines, and so forth. He spouts the
first black since the 1800s to sit in the
rules to local leaders. This is either a sign of
Mississippi State House. His was the highest
his nonsophistication or the reverse, letting
office won by a black in all of Mississippi in
people feel “in,” to see a part of him and know
1967, the first year African Americans voted.
his techniques.
The eleven other local people who ran were
He was his normal energetic, ecstatic,
victorious just by running for office, by doing
flurried
self. “Yes, yes, they dropped the
what no one else had done in any of their
challenge
against me, and gave me no trouble
lifetimes, by being a critical element in
at all. Old Love wanted to take it on, but I
bringing change.
heard John Bell called it off. They just
……
recognized how bad it would look. Our
lawyers were really running him.
ONE NIGHT … Clark and I sat in his car and
talked. The light from the radio, loudly
narrating the events of a pro basketball team,
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Robert G. Clark

My seat is right up there in the very
front row—there’s an empty seat next to me,
that’s right, that’s where the speaker of the
house sits. Of course, he’s always up in front.
“I’ve been getting lots of mail, that’s
right, lots of mail. No, not only from people in
the county. It’s from all over the country,
people send me congratulations and good
wishes. Also I’ve had three I believe, of the
other kind. You know, ‘dear nigger, why don’t
you, dirty so-and-so black’ they carry on just
like that, saying what they’re going to do to
me, calling names and such as that.
“This pistol, well you know why I carry
it. I don’t think anything big is going to come
up, but there always is some danger from some
nut or someone. I rode through that parade in a
Cadillac. I didn’t get to go to the inaugural
ball. That was by invitation only and naturally

I didn’t get invited to that. And then for the
inauguration speeches, the announcement they
sent around, said it started at noon. I got there
at 11:30 and it was already going on. You see
how it is. They just try any way they can. You
got to keep calling and asking and pushing.
“Well for the parade, they said it was a
certain time, and Alan and I got there three
hours ahead of time. We were the first car
there. The colored policeman came up to tell us
to move, you know, they were getting ready to
start and then he said, ‘Oh I’m sorry, you are
Representative Clark. I didn’t realize this was
you. You’re in the parade.’
“This is the first year that they had it
that the state didn’t provide cars for the parade.
This year the legislators had to use their own
cars. Well, I didn’t want them to have any
excuse whatsoever. So I called up Al and I told
them to find me a good, sharp Cadillac and he
did. You should’ve seen that. We just rode in
that car. Of course, we weren’t the first car in
there once they got lined up. But the people
were really something, these white fellows,
some of them riding standing up, you know,
waving out one side in the other.
“I was just sitting there, driving, you
know, and when our car would pass, all those
people just cheered and shouted. Yes, yes, it
was good.”
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The First Fourteen Leaders
After the courthouse attempts by the First
Fourteen in April 1963, and the night riders’
firebombings and Hartman Turnbow’s jailing,
fear increased on both sides. Whites were
surprised and frightened by Turnbow’s spirit.
Blacks had been taught that in all situations the
best way to get along was to be submissive and
take whatever was dished out quietly, with grins
and smiles and “thank you, sirs” thrown in. And
people in the community of the First Fourteen
who hadn’t shared the struggle said, “You see. I
told you so. It was nothing but a mess from the
beginning. It serves you right. You shouldn’t
have gotten out of line. We can’t go with you
’cause you ain’t goin’ nowhere ’cept straight to
trouble.”
The First Fourteen prayed and sang and
stuck together and found their worries eased.
Ralthus Hayes, a sharecropper who had become
a successful manager of his own farm, described
the attitude of the group. “The fact is all of us
that did go up there wasn’t without fear in no
way. We had fear. We didn’t know what they
might do to us. But we just got up the courage
enough to try and take the risk. We knew there
was a danger, but we knew it was important to
try to get registered to vote. That didn’t mean we
weren’t afraid though.”
They had known it wouldn’t be easy—
they had known that from the beginning. In fact,
they had half expected the retaliations and
arrests, so they were able to bear them and
continue. For Turnbow, the arson attack on his
house was terrifying, and yet the effect was the
reverse of the night riders’ intention. “This is the
thing,” Turnbow said. “They set my house on
fire, but that just stirred it up. It just made it
worse. Like putting more wood on the fire. It just
made a bigger fire. Them people that done it,
they thought, if they burn me out, it would just
squash it. But it made it worser. . . . Everybody
then was determined to go redish. They poured
out. Didn’t care what it cost. They go do it.”

Despite the danger, fear, and harassment,
the Mileston first movers felt victory in taking
those steps together. They had planned and
carried out an action—meeting in Mileston and
driving to Lexington together to try to register.
They knew the replication of such actions
throughout Holmes County and the state and the
South, piece by piece, would wear away at the
system that barred them from voting and so
much more.

Hartman Turnbow

1of 1
From: THUNDER OF FREEDOM:
Black Leadership and the Transformation of 1960s
Mississippi by Sue [Lorenzi] Sojourner with Cheryl Reitan.

Forthcoming in January 2013 from University Press of
Kentucky. An except from the manuscript

Freedom Day
On June 3, 1965, the Mississippi FDP
proclaimed a “Freedom Day” for Tuesday,
June 8, the official statewide white municipal
Election Day. Our Holmes FDP’s press release
stated, “Citizens of Holmes County will stage a
mass demonstration in Lexington . . . the
county seat, on that day . . . [to] support both
the Congressional Challenge and the right to
full voting privileges.”
The movement came out into the open
to make a show of its strength, to build
confidence in those who still feared joining,
and to prove that movement people were more
than just a small bunch of troublemakers, more
than what some black folks called “a handful of
mess.”
On the morning of the march, the white
folks were getting ready to vote while the
movement folks were getting set to march.
Ralthus Hayes and other county FDP leaders
decided it would be best to go up to the
sheriff’s office in the courthouse before the
march to let him know what they were
planning for the day.
They didn’t ask him for his permission
but they sought protection for the
demonstrators. Mainly, they wanted to tell him
they were planning to be peaceful and they
hoped he could maintain the peace.
When I drove up over the hill to the
square that morning, my stomach felt a
tugging. I wondered if anyone else would show
up—and if the few who did show would land in
jail or get their heads bloodied on the streets
and the lawn. As each car pulled up to the
office and each truck let out a new load, the
tugging lessened. I looked around and could
see the smiles that showed our hearts were
growing big and brave. From nearby and from
miles away, all kinds came—active workers
and folks who’d never before been to a
meeting, old and young, people with canes and
in rolling chairs, people with babies in their
arms, and others with children at their sides.

Finally we started lining up. The line
of people stretched for blocks. When we got to
the courthouse, we were so numerous we
joined hands and make a ring of people all the
way around the lawn. People surrounded the
big red brick, white-columned courthouse
building with its grass, shrubs, and walks, its
Confederate monument and trees. We marched,
and each was strengthened by the hundreds in
front and behind. Relieved, we marched with
quick steps and high heads under a bright
shining sun.

Ralthus Hayes

We were more than five hundred
marching together, feeling good to show we
weren’t afraid. After several hours, we stopped
circling, stood in our places, and joined in
prayer and thanksgiving for the peacefulness,
success, and strengthening that came from
being able to march together. We encircled the
clock-towered building and the big old tree
where, just two years earlier, the First Fourteen
had stood. We shouted songs of love, prayer,
conviction, and freedom and then walked
away, proud and happy.

The Young People’s Project (“YPP”) of McComb, Mississippi has spent the last year striving to developyouth between the
ages of 13-22 as learners, leaders, organizers and future teachers, to evoke a spirit of empowerment that will inspire
themselves and other young leaders to change the future. YPP members have been learning about their local history and
successfully developing relationships and collaborations with local, regional and national civil rights elders, community
leaders, and social change activists.
In just one year, YPP of McComb has managed to explore their community’s local history increasing not only their own
understanding but, the community’s awareness about McComb’s rich Civil Rights Movement legacy. This has been
accomplished through the effective use of partnerships. YPP of McComb’s works and acknowledgments include: the
creation and canvassing of a mini-documentary about the Burglund High School Walkout, organizing and hosting
the 50th Anniversary Commemoration of the Burglund High School Walkout, organizing and hosting McComb’s first Youth
Organizer’s Boot Camp, participating in National History Day 2012 at the State and National level, and being named as
one of the partners in the 2012 MAPIE Governor’s Award for Winner for Outstanding School/Community Partnership.
Currently, the group is putting together an outline to learn more about youth in the movement and organizations like
SNCC, training to serve as tour guides for the McComb Local Civil Rights Driving Tour and working on a ideas for a new
mini-documentary that will be used to continue our community canvasing efforts to Commemorate Our Past, Celebrate
Our Present and Inspire Our Future. To learn more about the Young People’s Project of McComb or support their work
contact Lisa Brown Deer at 601-996-9914 or via email at lbrown70001@aol.com.
This picture is of the Young People's Project of McComb enjoying the Extraordinary Lawrence Guyot on June 13, 2012,
after memorable visit filled with laughter, knowledge and inspiration. Mr. Guyot looks wonderful and reuniting with him
was truly one of the highlights of the students’ 8-day trip to Washington D.C. The group was in the area to present a
group mini-documentary, “ Burglund High School Walkout ” at National History Day.

Books and Media
Emancipation Betrayed: The Hidden History of Black Organizing and
White Violence in Florida From Reconstruction to the Bloody Election of 1920, by Paul Ortiz
Emancipation Betrayed is a book about the African American
freedom struggle in Florida, the state with the highest per capita
lynching rate in the United States. Some readers have characterized this as “a book about the civil rights movement before
the civil rights movement.” The history encompasses Rosewood, the Ocoee Massacre, debt peonage, convict leasing, the
most powerful Ku Klux Klan organization in the country, and
so many more agonies. In 1891, a prison camp captain famously called Florida “The American Siberia.” Above all, this
is a book about community organizing against terrible obstacles.
In 2005, we celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Montgomery
Bus Boycott. But this is was also the year we could have also celebrated the 100^th anniversary of the Jacksonville and Pensacola
streetcar boycotts. African Americans in these towns created alternative transportation networks that delivered thousands of dock
workers, domestics, porters, railroad workers and others to work
and back home again. Of course, they did not have cars or buses!
Black boycott activists drove mule and horse-drawn carriages, they
walked, and they even operated a black-owned street car line for a
time. These boycotts were sustained over several months, they
nearly drove the streetcar owners out of business, and they temporarily turned back the tide of segregation.
Civil rights historians have written wonderful books about the
Deacons for Defense and Justice Defense, Robert Williams, and
the use of armed self-defense in the modern movement. In 1892,
African Americans in Jacksonville organized to prevent the lynching of a teamster by the name of Benjamin Reed. Hundreds of
black people took up arms and surrounded the Jacksonville courthouse. They instituted a strict pass system and would not allow
whites to approach the courthouse until the state guaranteed the
http://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520250031 safety of Mr. Reed. Ida B. Wells pointed to this incident as an
example of how to stop lynching dead in its tracks. Many such
episodes of armed self-defense occurred in Florida between the
1880s and the Great Depression.
One of the most acrimonious debates today is the debate over the question of reparations for slavery. We tend to see this as a postcivil rights debate. However, immediately after emancipation, Black Floridians argued that they should receive slavery reparations. In 1884 African Americans held a conference in Gainesville where they even calculated the amount of money owed to
them by their former masters.
Black Floridians spent four decades after the disastrous collapse of Reconstruction building mutual aid organizations that bound
members to stand together in hard times. A member in good standing in the Colored Knights of Pythias was honor-bound to loan his
mule or his labor power to a brother Pythian whose own mule or family members took sick. During World War I, black Floridians
mobilized their mutual aid organizations and organized a statewide voter registration movement that involved thousands of African
Americans in at least twenty counties across the state. It is an epic story of community organizing, and along the way we encounter
James Weldon Johnson, Mary McCleod Bethune, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Walter White-who all played integral roles in the struggle.
Today’s community organizers repeatedly grapple with questions of recruitment, empowerment, and the use of history in rebuilding the movement. In addition to studying the marvelous accomplishments of SNCC, MFDP and other movement organizations of the 1960s we have much to learn by carefully exploring the work and tactics of black Florida’s unsung heroes and
heroines of an earlier era.

■
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A Workshop conducted by Lawrence Guyot in Cleveland, MS in September 2011
"An Organizing Workshop, facilitated by Lawrence Guyot. September 21, 2011, in
Cleveland, Mississippi. The Samuel Proctor Oral History Program of the University
of Florida leads an annual research team to the Mississippi Delta to both study civil
rights history as well as collect oral histories related to the movement. This
workshop was one of the highlights of the 2011 trip, and was instructed by none
other than Mr. Lawrence Guyot, a veteran organizer with the Student Nonviolent
Organizing Committee and the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party."

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Z7LoVgNYUI

NEWS FLASH...!!!
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NEWS FLASH...!!!

Due to the popularity of last weeks interview with civil rights icon
Lawrence Guyot,
this week's show will be a re-broadcast of that show.

Really Cool People...all across the country will be tuning-in to "The
BCS Experience: History-Arts-Culture & Politics in Review &
Discussion"
every
Wednesday
7-8pm
on http://www.blogtalkradio.com/the-bcs-experience.
If you're xtra cool...you'll call in to voice your opinion 347-884-9839.
My special guest(s) for this week's show re-broadcast (August
2012) is/are – “Lawrence Guyot a dedicated civil rights icon that has
been an eye witness to the power of the civil rights movement, the
people who were the spirit of the movement, and most importantly,
his life’s story is history in the here and now. And tonight he will
share with us the success of the civil rights movement yesterday,
today, and tomorrow”. This is his story.
The week’s topic: “Mississippi the heart of the Black Belt and the soul
of the civil rights movement where political, social, economic,
educational, and spiritual upheavals made African American History
the History of America.”Peace and Love…always…!!!

