From the desk of Guyot
BACK TO THE BEGINNING – We must spend the next two
years leading up to the 2012 election season engaging everyone we know
who has ever organized anything ... Freedom Rides, Freedom Election,
the 1964 Summer Project, and the 1965 challenge to unseat the Mississippi Congressional Delegation. We begin with Mississippi and then in
every state we work to bring together those who organized to change
the world and organize to protect everything we have won. We need to
reestablish broad based civic engagement, beginning with intensive voter
registration. In taking the first step, I ask that you join me at the upcoming Annual Conference of the Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights
Movement March 23rd – 26th. These folks are the best grassroots organizers the country has ever produced. Students bring your tape recorders and get your schools, churches, synagogues or civic groups to give
you money to buy books at the conference.
Please read in the Washington Post Activist Groups take full advantage of new media outlets to spread their message by
Krissah Thompson, www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article.2010/12./27/AR2010122703 54.html .
We cannot fall into the mean trap that the Republican Party is a real choice for those of us who fought to make this country
great. We must use media, smart tactics, and the mantra that we all developed in Mississippi, to spread community organizing so broadly that those who don't join us will feel like pariahs.
I will spend all of my time at the MS Veterans' conference working to hookup as many local organizers together as possible.
We redefined the word impossible once before; and now we must do it again. The only force that can stop us is us.
Jayne Cortez was a volunteer in the '64 Summer Project. She reminded me at a Georgetown University conference that I
rescued her in Yazoo City. She then invited Michael Thelwell and me to a conference on Slave Routes.
Remember Michael Thelwell who led the Congressional Challenge, and developed a memorandum which was signed by
Martin Luther King, John Lewis, George Wiley, and me, and used it to strengthen the Voting Rights Act by adding Section 5.
In Jayne's documentary Michael Thelwell and I conducted a panel on the MFDP and its impact on the Voting Rights Act.
Jayne's documentary is one of the best on the MFDP.
Count Them One by One by Gordon A. Martin, Jr. is an award winning book that tells the story of the Department of
Justice's attack on Theron Lynd, the voting registrar of Forrest County, Mississippi. The author was a young Department of
Justice attorney who worked on this case and in the book he makes the connection between this lawsuit and the ultimate
passage of the Voting Rights Act.
Hands on the Freedom Plow, Personal Accounts by Women in SNCC is a great book; Martha Noonan, John Dittmer, and
the other editors did a great job on this history of women in SNCC. This is another great reason to come to Jackson to see
Martha and the other contributors.
Also read a movement classic entitled: The Speeches of Fannie Lou Hamer ... To Tell It Like It Is. This volume was edited by
Maegan Parker Brooks and Davis W. Houck. It is the first collection of speeches from one of the movement's valiant firebrands.
The grant to McComb began when the William Winter Institute agreed to distribute Putting the Movement Back into Civil
Rights Teaching to any town in Mississippi. They sponsored two conferences, one in Neshoba County during the Killens
trial and one in McComb which led to the passage of The Civil Rights Education Bill.
Crown Me is a great book about checkers and some of the greatest thinkers in our community. Read it and pass it on.
Read Peggy Conner's deposition in this newsletter; we will bring additional depositions with us to the conference. If you or your
relatives provided a 1960s' deposition for the Congressional Challenge, please ask us to search the archives for these documents.

Lawrence Guyot
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Brother Larry,
Who would have thought that a NY Long Island prosecutor would be so influenced by Ms.
Hamer. In reading the following obit of Attorney Denis Dillion, the name of "Hamer," caught
my eye. John Brittain
__________________________________________________________________
NEW YORK TIMES • August 16, 2010

Denis E. Dillon, Prosecutor on Long Island, Dies at 76
By SARAH WHEATON
Denis E. Dillon, the longtime district attorney of Nassau County, N.Y., who quietly oversaw highprofile prosecutions while using his office as a bully pulpit against abortion, died on Sunday morning at his home in Rockville Centre. He was 76. His daughter Barbara Dillon said he died around 4
a.m. after a long battle with lymphoma.
During his eight terms as chief prosecutor, crime rates dropped across Long Island, and the nation
watched his office pursue the mass murderer Colin Ferguson and the conspiring lovers Amy Fisher
and Joey Buttafuoco.
But Mr. Dillon was known as a private man whose commitments to his beliefs - driven by a strong
Roman Catholic faith - superseded political ambitions. "My father had a passion for justice and
public service, and he believed in a professional prosecutor's office," Ms. Dillon, 43, said in an
interview Sunday evening. "He strove for fairness, and I guess one of the things is that he was a voice
for those that didn't have one."
First elected as a Democrat in 1974, in an era when Republicans dominated the county's politics, Mr.
Dillon did not face serious opposition until 2005, when he was narrowly defeated by Kathleen M.
Rice. He switched his affiliation to Republican in 1989, when the local party adopted an affirmation of
abortion rights in its platform. He had run for governor on the Right to Life Party line in 1986.
In 2002, Mr. Dillon held a news conference to criticize an inquiry by Eliot Spitzer, then the state
attorney general, into a pregnancy counseling center. Such outspoken opposition to abortion made
her father a "lightning rod," Ms. Dillon said. Arthur M. Diamond,
later to become a New York State Supreme Court justice, drove Mr.
Dillon around during his first campaign and worked as one of his
assistant district attorneys. He said Mr. Dillon had "revolutionized"
the county's justice system by allowing felons to plead guilty before
they were indicted, while eliminating most post-indictment plea
bargains. "He was a big, big believer when he came here in swift
and certain punishment," Judge Diamond recalled. He described
Mr. Dillon as "a loner" who "did not cultivate friendships, really,
with lawyers or other government officials, politicians." Of his antiabortion advocacy, Justice Diamond said, "I understood why he
did what he did." But he added: "Was it good for the office? I doubt
it. Was it good for him as a prosecutor? I doubt it."
continued

Attorney Denis Dillon
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Letters (continued)
Mr. Dillon was born in 1933 in the Bronx. He spent time in Woodlawn, N.Y., where his father
owned a bar, as well as in Rockaway Beach and in Arlington, Va. He worked as a police officer in
New York City while attending Fordham Law School at night and was eventually hired into Robert
F. Kennedy's Justice Department.
Through his efforts to ensure the enforcement of civil rights laws during his time with the Justice
Department, Mr. Dillon met Fannie Lou Hamer, a civil rights activist and a woman he would
remember "every day of his life," he told his daughter. When Mr. Dillon asked Ms. Hamer whether
she hated the people who beat her for her activism, he recalled her replying, "Son, if your house is
on fire, what do you bring to put the fire out?" Just as one would fight fire with water, Ms. Dillon
said her father quoted Ms. Hamer saying, "If somebody hates me, I have to bring the opposite
element to put it out, so I love them." "It's a lesson he taught us as children," Ms. Dillon said. "You
love them, and you teach them, and you live by example."
In addition to Barbara Dillon, Mr. Dillon is survived by his wife of 49 years, Anne; his older
daughter, Alice Marie Dillon, 48, of Putney, Vt.; and his sister, Nora Murphy, of Venice, Fla. Among
family and friends, Mr. Dillon was known for his love of Irish music and culture. Loved ones often
rolled their eyes at his constant recitals of rhymes and limericks, Ms. Dillon said. "He was a prosecutor for much of his career, but he believed in people's ability to redeem themselves," Ms. Dillon
said. "There wasn't a duality to him. You didn't have a public persona or his faith," she said. "I think
others were more vocal about him being a practicing and orthodox Catholic than he was. He didn't
preach from the rooftops."
Ms. Rice, his former opponent, said she learned of his death with "profound sadness." "There exists
no doubt that he was a man of integrity, of principle and of tireless commitment to our community," she said in a statement.
"His service was never about him, but about advocacy that he believed would help others. That
selflessness spanned the length of his lifelong public service and will remain an inspirational pillar of
our office long after his passing."

■
John C. Brittain
jbrittatty@comcast.net
832/687-3007
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McComb Consortium Teaching American History Grant
by Brian Naylor | July 22, 2010
A consortium of seven school districts, led by the McComb, Miss. school district and including Brookhaven,
Claiborne, Columbia, Lamar, Marion, and NatchezAdams districts was awarded a Teaching American History grant in August, 2010. Teaching for Change worked
closely with McComb on the application thanks to the
support they have received from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to deepen instruction about Civil Rights Movement and labor history in McComb. (Corinth County
School District also received a TAH grant in 2010 and
Jackson Public Schools received a grant a few years ago.)
The Teaching American History brings in a partnership
with George Mason University, the University of Southern Mississippi, and the University of Mississippi at Oxford, to implement a $1 million, 3 year grant from the
U.S. Department of Education with the possibility of a 2year extension. The project, entitled Making Connections:
Mississippi History as American History, is designed to
raise the achievement of history students in grades 4, 5, 8,
9, 11 and 12. Making Connections is designed to increase:
1) teachers' knowledge of traditional American History
through the lens of Mississippi History; 2) teachers' use of
primary sources in traditional American history instruction; and 3) student knowledge of and interest in traditional American history. Making Connections is designed
to enable teachers of American History to transform their
teaching by building their knowledge of American history as a separate academic subject at the same time that
they develop their reflective practice, curriculum design
capacities, and critical thinking skills.
The content of Making Connections focuses on significant turning points in US history as they reflected, in-

fluenced, or contradicted principles of freedom and democracy through examination of the founding documents
and themes such as westward expansion; the Civil War
and Reconstruction; the Jim Crow era; the labor movement; and the Civil Rights Movement -- and the connections with these events and Mississippi history.
The first step is to offer professional development that
guides teachers in the uses of these principles and tools.
Through Making Connections, teachers and students will
understand how the principles of freedom and democracy
articulated in the founding documents of the United States
come alive through the study of social movements. The
team is headed by lead historian Dr. James Campbell of
Stanford University, an award-winning scholar in African
American history and American Studies who collaborated
to create a website on the Mississippi Freedom Movement,
Freedom Now! Additionally, he oversaw the Brown University Steering Committee on Slavery and Justice, a threeyear effort to research the role of the university in the transAtlantic slave trade. Dr. Jenice L. View of George Mason
University's Initiatives in Educational Transformation Program is the academic project director, serving to guide the
pedagogical growth of participants. Mike Jeanson, a former
high school U.S. history teacher in McComb Schools for
18 years, is the project director.
Other members of the team include Dr. Charles Payne
(University of Chicago), Dr. Susan Glisson (William
Winter Institute, University of Mississippi - Oxford), Dr.
Curtis Austin (University of Southern Mississippi), Dr.
Kelly Schrum and Jeremy Boggs (George Mason University), Dr. David Blight (Gilder Lehrman Center for
the Study of Slavery, Resistance & Abolition, Yale University), Bill Bigelow (Rethinking Schools), Linda
Christensen (Oregon Writing Project), Dr. Louis
Kryriakoudes (Center for Oral History, University of
Southern Mississippi), and Thomas Thurston (Gilder
Lehrman Center, Yale).
■

social protest in song –
Lead Belly’s

The Titanic
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Qe5tcr0yHN4&feature=related
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SAVE THE DATES
6th Annual Conference
of the

VETERANS OF THE MISSISSIPPI
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
Location: Jackson State University
Jackson, MS

Conference Registration Includes:
• Panel Discussions
• JSU Banquet
• Veterans Freedom Gathering
• Workshops
• Veterans Group Picture
• Oral History Interviews
• Film Screenings
• “2nd Generation Activists Day”
• COFO Building Tour
• Meet the Authors
• The Poet’s Speak
• Town Hall meeting with JSU students
• Planning for the Future
• Intergenerational Cultural Expression Night
• Freedom Singers
• Tribute to Fallen Veterans
$100 Adults

**

Registration Fee:
$25 College Students **

$10 High School Students

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MARCH 15, 2011
Please visit our website for updated information or contact us via e-mail/phone

E-mail: mississippicivilrightsveterans@gmail.com
Website: mscivilrightsveterans.org
(601) 979-1515 * (601) 979-1520 * (601) 896-3757

* (601) 918-7809

Hate-crimes enforcement
on rise, reflecting administration priorities

It is named for Shepard, a gay University of Wyoming
student who was murdered in 1998, and Byrd, a black
man who was dragged to death behind a pickup truck
in Texas in 1998.

By Jerry Markon
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, November 4, 2010; 6:00 AM

FBI data show that the number of hate crimes has
remained relatively stable for the past decade. In 2008,
the most recent year for which statistics are available,
7,783 hate crime incidents were reported nationwide.

Federal authorities are stepping up enforcement against
hate crimes, filing charges in a racially motivated crossburning and announcing the sentencing this week of a
Massachusetts man for burning a predominantly
African American church the morning after President
Obama's election.

Michael Lieberman, Washington counsel for the AntiDefamation League, which monitors hate crimes, said
the group has seen increased bias incidents against

Benjamin Haskell, 24, was sentenced Monday to nine
years in prison for his role in torching the Macedonia
Church of God in Christ in Springfield, Mass. The
Nov. 5, 2008, arson nearly destroyed the building, and
Haskell admitted in court documents that the crime
was motivated by anger over Obama's election.
In Arkansas, three men were indicted on charges of
burning a cross in the yard of a black resident of a rural
area, the Justice Department announced Tuesday.
Although the cases are not connected, they reflect
heightened federal enforcement against hate crimes and
other civil rights violations, a top priority of the
Obama administration, officials said Wednesday.

Defendant Benjamin Haskell

"It's extremely important," said Cynthia M. Deitle, unit
chief for the FBI's civil rights program. "We are here to
help people who have been the victim of an atrocious
crime, whether it's police brutality or a church arson. If
we don't do it, there's no one else who will."
The FBI was given an additional $8 million by Congress last year for civil rights enforcement, and Deitle
said much of that money went to investigating hate
crimes. "We've increased our presence and resources
in that area," she said.
The Justice Department is holding training sessions for
agents and prosecutors across the country to enforce the
Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes
Prevention Act. The 2009 law, for the first time, extends
federal protection to victims of hate violence on the basis
of sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or disability.
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Defendant Michael Jacques

Hispanics. In one recent case, a federal jury last month
convicted two Shenandoah, Pa., men of a hate crime in
the fatal beating of a Hispanic man in a park.
In the Massachusetts case, Haskell and two other men
were charged in January 2009 in the burning of a
church building that was under construction and 75
percent complete. Haskell pleaded guilty in June,
admitting that he and co-conspirators poured gasoline
inside and outside the building and ignited the fuel.
Five firefighters were injured in the blaze, which left
intact only the building's metal superstructure and a
small portion of the front corner. A second man has
pleaded guilty, and a third is awaiting trial. A lawyer for
Haskell did not return phone calls.
"The freedom to practice the religion that we choose
without discrimination or hateful acts is among our
nation's most cherished rights," said Thomas E. Perez,
assistant attorney general for the Justice Department's
Civil Rights Division. "The department will prosecute
anyone who violates that right to the fullest extent of
the law."
_________________________________________________________________

their own recognizance. They must abide by the same
conditions on which they were freed while awaiting
prosecution in the U.S. District Court case, including
wearing electronic monitors.
Kinder also ordered Haskell to report to Superior
Court Probation twice a month and undergo random
drug testing. Along with the charges for the fire,
Haskell also faces state court indictments on a variety
of drug offenses. The two pleaded innocent to indictments charging them with burning a building and
malicious destruction of a vacant single story ranch in
the amount of over $250. The charges involve a fire at
a home at 5 Woodlawn Road.
Haskell also pleaded innocent to charges of distribution of marijuana, oxycodone and methodone, three
counts of violation of a drug-free school zone and two
counts of illegal possession of ammunition. The drug
and ammunition charges appear to involve incident
which occurred while Haskell was under investigation
for the church fire. The federal charges were not leveled
until late January. Nicholas Stopa, 26, was to be
arraigned Tuesday as a co-defendant on the drug
charges, but he did not appear and a warrant was
ordered issued for his arrest.

Benjamin Haskell, Michael
Jacques of Springfield,
charged in torching of
Macedonia Church of God in
Christ, arraigned on charges
involving earlier fire

In the Nov. 5 Macedonia Church fire, investigators said
Haskell, Jacques and Thomas A. Gleason Jr., also of
Springfield, admitted to an undercover state trooper
that they crept through a window at the partially
constructed church - whose congregation is predominantly black - and doused the building with gasoline,
setting off a massive blaze.

Wednesday, October 21, 2009, 3:18 PM

Witnesses told the FBI the defendants said they set the
fire in response to Barack H. Obama's election as the
nation's first black president.

Buffy Spencer, The Republican By Buffy Spencer, The
Republican
SPRINGFIELD - Two Springfield men who face
federal charges for the torching of the Macedonia
Church of God in Christ in November pleaded
innocent in Hampden Superior Court on Tuesday to
charges involving an unrelated 2003 fire. Judge C.
Jeffrey Kinder accepted the recommendation of
prosecution and defense lawyers that Benjamin F.
Haskell, 22, and Michael F. Jacques, 24, be released on
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They were arrested for that fire in January after an
undercover sting, which involved the defendants
allegedly agreeing to burn down a commercial building
in Holyoke for a fee. All denied the federal charges of
civil rights violations in connection with the fire. The
charge carries a 10-year mandatory prison sentence.
A pre-trial conference in the state court cases is set for
Feb. 17.
■

Is the GOP shedding a birthright?
By E.J. Dionne Jr. • Thursday, August 5, 2010
Rather than shout, I'll just ask the question in a civil way:
Dear Republicans, do you really want to endanger your party's
greatest political legacy by turning the 14th Amendment to
our Constitution into an excuse for election-year ugliness?
Honestly, I thought that our politics could not get worse,
and suddenly there appears this attack on birthright citizenship and the introduction into popular use of the hideous term "anchor babies": children whom illegal immigrants have for the alleged purpose of "anchoring" themselves to American rights and the welfare state.
Particularly depressing is that the idea of repealing the 14th
Amendment's guarantee of citizenship to "all persons born
or naturalized in the United States" was given momentum
by one of the nation's most reasonable conservatives.
"People come here to have babies," said Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.). "They come here to drop a child. It's called,
'drop and leave.' To have a child in America, they cross the
border, they go to the emergency room, have a child, and
that child's automatically an American citizen. That
shouldn't be the case. That attracts people here for all the
wrong reasons." Drop a child? How can a strong believer
in the right to life use such a phrase?
I can't do better on this than the Cleveland Plain Dealer's
estimable columnist Connie Schultz: "I have lived for more
than half a century, and I have yet to meet a mother anywhere in the world who would describe the excruciating
miracle of birth as 'dropping' a baby."
Graham has long favored comprehensive immigration reform, so it's hard to escape the thought that his talk of
child-dropping is designed to appease a right-wing out to
get him because he's "too liberal."

children as well, and they need some protections under the
law, and they need some of our love and compassion."
Nothing should make Republicans prouder than their
party's role in passing what are known as the Civil War or
Reconstruction amendments: the 13th, ending slavery; the
14th, guaranteeing equal protection under the law and establishing national standards for citizenship; and the 15th,
protecting the right to vote. In those days, Democrats were
the racial demagogues.
Opponents of the 14th Amendment used racist arguments
against immigrants to try to kill it, even though there were
virtually no immigration restrictions back then. President
Andrew Johnson played the card aggressively, as University
of Baltimore law professor Garrett Epps reported in his 2006
book on the 14th Amendment, "Democracy Reborn."
"This provision comprehends the Chinese of the Pacific
States, Indians subject to taxation, the people called Gipsies,
as well as the entire race designated as blacks, people of
color, negroes, mulattoes, and persons of African blood,"
Johnson declared. "Is it sound policy to make our entire
colored population and all other excepted classes citizens of
the United States?"
Republicans were taken aback that Gypsies were suddenly
transformed into a great national peril as part of the campaign against the amendment. In his definitive book "Reconstruction," historian Eric Foner cites a bemused Republican senator who observed in 1866: "I have lived in the United
States now for many a year and really I have heard more
about Gypsies within the past two or three months than I
have heard before in my life." The methods of politics don't
change much, even if the targets of demagoguery do.
Epps cites an 1859 oration by Carl Schurz, the German
immigrant and Republican leader who helped deliver his
community's vote to Abraham Lincoln in 1864. Schurz later
became a leading backer of the 14th Amendment.

Just as dispiriting: Sen. John McCain, another once-brave
champion of immigration reform, has tried to duck the
issue. McCain, facing an Arizona Republican primary challenge on Aug. 24, has said he supports "the concept of holding hearings" on the meaning of the 14th Amendment's
birthright citizenship clause.

"All the social and national elements of the civilized world
are represented in the new land," Schurz declared. In our
nation, "their peculiar characteristics are to be blended together by the all-assimilating power of freedom. This is the
origin of the American nationality, which did not spring
from one family, one tribe, one country, but incorporates
the vigorous elements of all civilized nations on earth."

This is better than endorsing outright repeal, but what a
difference from the McCain whose conscience once compelled him to say of illegal immigrants: "These are God's

That is the American tradition and the Republican tradition. Senator Graham, please don't throw it away. ■
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Announcement
Program Honoring the Dedicated Service of
Women in the Pleasant Plains/Parkview
Communities Washington, DC
The Emergence Community Arts Collective (ECAC), a cultural arts and community center
located in NW Washington, DC, will celebrate historical and present day women who have
provided dedicated service to the Pleasant Plains and Parkview (Lower Georgia Avenue) communities, with all proceeds benefitting ECAC's current programs. In Her Honor: The First
Annual Celebration Of the Service Of Women In Pleasant Plains/Parkview will feature Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton as a keynote speaker and performer Ayanna Gregory on
January 27, 2011 at 6:30 pm at the Howard University Blackburn Center. Tickets are $25
until December 31st, $35 after December 31st and $40 at the door. They can be purchased at
www.ecacollective.org or by calling (202) 462-2285.
Great mothers, educators and organizers don't often make the history books, but deserve
recognition nonetheless. In Her Honor shares stories of women committed to preserving the
foundation of our community - its people. This event will publicly acknowledge behind-thescenes work of just a few of the women who helped build the social and cultural foundation of
our neighborhood, working tirelessly to maintain standards of culture, education, social service and civic engagement.
The Pleasant Plains and Park View communities, situated along the Lower Georgia Avenue
Corridor with Howard University as a historical anchor, are facing major redevelopment with
nine major projects planned in the next five years. Preserving and proclaiming the stories of
our past and present are necessary steps in this process. This event is inspired by the hidden
history discovered at the ECAC center. Our building at 733 Euclid St. NW was owned by the
National Association for the Relief of Destitute Colored Women and Children until it was
donated to the Emergence Project on January 27, 2003. The Association was formed in 1863
and cared for women and children until 1998 when the building was abandoned. The ECAC
has documented the work of the many prominent African American women who played a role
in sustaining the vision of this organization, including Elizabeth Keckley, Helen Appo Cook,
Josephine Beall Bruce, Charlotte Forten Grimke and others.
Since opening, the ECAC (www.campaign.ecacollective.org) has provided affordable community space, arts and education classes, support groups and social activities. Our proactive community involvement has led to the development of the upcoming Georgia Avenue/Pleasant
Plains Heritage Trail, which documents the history of Lower Georgia Avenue, and the Georgia
Avenue Community Development Task Force organized to ensure the residents have a voice
in redevelopment.
Contact: Sylvia Robinson
The Emergence Community Arts Collective
733 Euclid St. NW, Washington, DC 20001
(202) 462-2285 • sylvia@ecacollective.org
www.ecacollective.org
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Movement History
Mississippi Contested Elections –
The Historic 1965 Testimony of
Peggy Jean Connor
PEGGY JEAN CONNER having been first duly
sworn, deposed and testified as follows:
Direct examination by Mrs. Axelrod:
Q. Mrs. Conner, state your name and address for the
record. A. Peggy Jean Conner, 921 Mobile Street.
Q. Are you a registered voter? A. Yes; I am.
Q. Could you tell us when you became a registered
voter? A. I became a registered voter on Jan. 13, 1964.
Q. Did you register as a Democrat? A. Here in
Mississippi you just register.
Q. Calling you attention to June 16, 1964, was there
on that date a Democratic precinct convention here in
the Library precinct? A. What date? Q. June 16,
1964. A. Yes.
Q. Did you attend that precinct convention? A. I
attended the Library precinct convention.
Q. Did you go by yourself, or with others? A. There
were seven of us.

Q. Mrs. Conner, you are Negro, are you not? A.
That's right.
Q. You say there were seven of you. Were the other six
people Negro? A. All Negroes.
Q. All registered voters? A. Yes.
Q. What time was that meeting set to begin? A. Ten a.m.
Q. What time did you arrive? A. We were there
approximately 2 minutes before 10.
Q. So you and six other Negroes, all of whom are
registered voters, arrived 2 minutes before 10? A.
That's right.
Q. What happened when you arrived there? A. When
we got there, there were two whites there, one gentleman who identified himself as Mr. Wallace, and a lady
I don't know. At 10 O'clock, he came around and took
all of our names. He said he would have to see if we
were registered voters. We told him we all had our
registration cards as proof we were registered voters,
but he said he would have to check with Mr. Lynd and
get him to OK it. Well, he took all of our names and
he went and called Mr. Lynd – I imagine – he went to
the telephone. About 15 minutes later he said they
were still checking; he hadn't gotten no word from Mr.
Lynd as of yet. About this time, one more person, one
more white, come, and that made three whites and
seven Negroes. Then we saw Mr. Wallace going back
and using the telephone, and we assumed he was
calling others to come because later some did come.
Four men came in their uniforms, and other businessmen.
Q. All whites? A. Yes. He came and told us about
10:30 that there was only one in our group could
participate in the precinct meeting because one paid
poll tax. We told him the paper said you only had to be
a registered voter. He said he didn't know nothing
about what the paper said. He just talked with a lawyer
there in town, and you had to pay poll tax to attend a
precinct meeting. We didn't have a clipping from the
paper with us to show that the paper said you only had
to be a registered voter.
Q. Did he say anything about how many years you had
to pay poll tax? A. Two years. A little later, some more
came in. I asked him if he was going to check the names
of the whites that come in to see if they were registered
voters. He said no, he didn't have to. So about 10:48,
the precinct meeting started, 48 minutes late. At that
time, it was approximately 17 whites and 7 Negroes.
They started the meeting. This lady, I don't know her
name, she's crippled, she's on crutches, she's working on

Peggy Jean Connor of Hattiesburg, MS 1964
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(continued after box)

Movement History (continued)
The 1965 suit against Mississippi by MFDP, et al
This May 13, 1965 Daily News (of Jackson, MS) article by W.C. Shoemaker reports on the historic
suit filed that day in U.S. District Court (in Jackson, MS) by the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party (MFDP), Peggy J. Conner and a host of other Mississippians listed in this article. Attorneys
filing the suit included L.H. Rosenthal of Jackson, William M. Kunsler of New York and Ben Smith
of New Orleans and many others. Defendants named were the then MS Governor Paul B. Johnson,
MS Attorney General Joe Patterson and other key state officials.
The suit called for the naming of a court appointed special master to plan and oversee redistricting
for the MS Legislature and U.S. Congressional representation from MS. This action by the special
master was to be followed by a mandated special election with a new slate of candidates.

The source of this item was the online archives of the Mississippi Sovereignty Commission.
Annotations in the copy were made by Sovereignty Commission staff persons.
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Movement History (continued)
the precinct because every time I went to vote, she was
there. But she nominated Mr. Currie as chairman of the
meeting. Mr. Currie wasn't present at the time she
nominated him. I asked could you nominate a person in
absence to act as chairman of a precinct meeting and he
wasn't there. She say, "Oh, yes. He's always our chairman. That's the way we do it. He's always our chairman." I say, "Mr. Wallace," I say, "are you going to elect
a person in absence to preside at the meeting and he is
not here?" He say, "No; we can't do that." Then one of
the gentlemen nominated Mr. Wallace to act as chairman of the precinct meeting. And we voted by "ayes"
and "noes," by voice-vote, for this. And then the chairman opened the house to nominations for secretary.
One person nominated this lady, the first lady who was
there, as secretary of this precinct meeting. And she say
no, she couldn't perform as a secretary, because she-here
writing-she's handicapped, and she can't write. Another
lady, she say you can just appoint someone to write for
you, and so Mr. Wallace say, no; they couldn't do that,
and then they nominated Mrs. Soffers as secretary. Then
we opened the house for business. We then, I offered, I
asked the chairman if I could present a pledge before the
convention.
Q. You mean a resolution? A. Yes; pledging our
support to the national convention, to support the
candidates nominated by the National Democratic
Party in the national campaign-to support the candidates and the platform. Oh, things just went in an
uproar. Everybody started talking, and one lady told
me, "We don't have anything to do with the national
convention. We're Mississippians. We're Mississippi
Democrats." I say, "But you go to the national convention." She say, "We're Democrats, but we're Mississippi
Democrats. We attend the national convention, but we
never say what we are going to do. For years, we went
unpledged, and we just don't know. We don't know
what the Republicans are going to do." I say, "If we're
Democrats, why worry on who the Republicans are
going to put up?" She say, "Well, you never know
about this Johnson. He has a bad heart, and he might
just die at any time." Finally, we brought it to a vote.
Q. Was this an open meeting? A. Yes; and when we
brought it to a vote, we voted by the show of hands. It
was 17 against and 1 for the resolution.
Q. Mrs. Conner, you say there were seven Negroes? A.
That's right.
Q. Did all seven of them vote? A. Couldn't no one but
me participate. The other Negroes, they could sit, they
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say, but they couldn't have no voice.
Q. Did they then elect delegates to the county convention? A. They elected three. Supposed to elect two.
Q. They didn't say whether these were split votes? A.
No. One man say, "I think we should elect three"; then
they elected three.
Q. They didn't say one was an alternate? A. They just
elected three. And after they elected the delegates, the
chairman ask for a motion that the meeting would
come to a close, and that was it. We left.
Q. Mrs. Conner, you said you heard of this meeting
through an announcement in the paper? A. That's
correct, that's right.
Q. Did the newspaper announcement make any
statement as to the requirement for participation in
this meeting? A. No; the paper said the registered
voters in the precinct. It didn't say anything about
paying poll tax.
Q. Had you paid poll tax? A. Yes.
Q. Mrs. Conner, at the last election, did you act as a
poll watcher? A. I did.
Q. Could you tell us of any experience you had there?
A. On June the 2d, June 2, the primary election, I was
watching the poll for Miss Victoria Gray.
Q. Would you tell us about that please? A. Before this
election, the state legislature passed a law saying that
you have to have a certificate if you paid your poll tax.
You would have to go and get a certificate from the
circuit clerk and pay a dollar for this certificate, in
order to vote in the election. This was a state law.
Under national law, you weren't supposed to have to.
Q. Was this for the election of U.S. Senator? A. It was
the primary election for the U.S. Senator; yes. A few
days before the election, the time was up to get these
certificates and we didn't know that you had to date
the certificates, and have an affidavit to vote. Everyone
was in an uproar trying to get affidavits if they didn't
have poll tax receipts. Seven o'clock that morning, I
was at the poll, and I voted. I went in and showed
them-it was the first time I ever voted-I showed them
my poll tax receipt, and my registration card. I think
you had to have everything. I went in, and this lady
met me at the door. She said, "What do you want?" I
told her I came to vote. After I voted, I folded my
ballot, and I couldn't put it in the box. Then I came
out with the paper that says I'm authorized to watch
poll that day. I give it to the lady. She said, "What is

Movement History (continued)
that?" She said I'd have to show it to Mr. Currie, and
he read it, and he said, "Have a seat." About 8 O'clock,
people really started coming in to the poll, and quite a
few people didn't know that they had to have a receipt
from the clerk's office, or an affidavit, before they came
to vote. They went them to the circuit clerk's office,
and he didn't have any; so he would send them back
down and told them to make it out the same, just say
whatever their names ...
Mr. Heidelberg:
We object to hearsay testimony. The witness couldn't
know what was going on in the clerk's office. Mrs.
Axelrod: Just continue to tell us what they did with the
people who didn't have the affidavits. The Witness:
Well, a lady went and bought me a tablet, and when
people came in, we made them out. Then they took
the affidavits and the ballots and put them in a brown
envelope – a large brown envelope.
By Mrs. Axelrod:
Q. Were these Negro voters A. It was some whites who
voted by affidavit too. They put the names and the
affidavits and the ballots together and placed them, and
these affidavits were sealed in the brown envelopes.
Q. Not the ballot box? A. Not in the ballot box. After
dinner, Mr. Lynd had some affidavits by that time, and
people would have to go to his office to get them, and
these affidavits were sealed in the brown envelopes.
Q. Were you there when they counted the ballots? A. I
was there. They did not count the ballots in the brown
envelopes. They counted all the ballots in the ballot
box before they left the precinct.
Q. You were there for the final count?
Mr. Roberts: We object because under the laws of
Mississippi, such a problem as this would be handled
by the election commission. Those ballots in the brown
envelopes, those sealed with the affidavits, would not
have ben counted at the poll. We believe that this
would have to be a conclusion, a false conclusion, by
the witness that these were not counted at all.
By Mrs. Axelrod:
Q. Were you ever notified, Mrs. Conner, of the time
and place where the brown envelopes were unsealed
and counted? A. If they have been unsealed, I don't
know about it. And I would like to say that although I
said both whites and Negroes voted by affidavit, 90
percent of the total who voted by affidavit were
Negroes. There were very few whites, and I was there
all the time. Mr. Heidelberg: May I interrupt? I would
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like to confer. (A discussion was held off the record.)
Mr. Heidelberg: I think it would be helpful to Congress and to counsel themselves to clarify this point of
the brown envelopes at this stage. Obviously, the
witness didn't understand the true significance of these.
Under Mississippi procedure, and I'm sure it's similar
in other states, whenever a voter appears at the polls
and claims a right to vote, and that name is not on the
registration books, or his right to vote is not clearly
demonstrated, or is otherwise challenged, then that
ballot must marked by the prospective voter and placed
in a separate envelope and sealed and marked, "challenged ballot," clearly separated and marked as such.
Under the law, the tabulators or counters at the polls
are not permitted to open these ballots. These ballots
must be returned, unopened, in a ballot box, to an
appropriate official. It is submitted to the executive
committee the following day. They take reports from
the various precincts, examine the ballots, and this is
the time when the challenge envelopes, the challenged
ballots are opened and their validity determined. And
then, depending upon whether it would change the
results of the election, there is a normal, routine
procedure established by Mississippi law for the
primary or the general election.
Mrs. Axelrod:
That may be the normal routine under Mississippi law,
but I want Congress to understand that there is
something more than becoming a registered voter
required in this election.
These ballots were challenged. According to Mrs.
Conner's testimony, 90 percent of the challenged ballots
were Negro voters. And Mrs. Conner was a poll watcher,
and therefore was entitled to be present at the counting
of the ballots. No one poll watcher representing Mrs.
Gray, who was an official candidate, had an opportunity
to be present during the counting of the challenged
ballots to determine what was done with them.
Mr. Heidelberg:
I don't believe that's true. As a representative, she
could, if she desired.
Mr. Lamberton:
Perhaps that could be presented by your side in direct
evidence by the respondents, by affirmative evidence,
either by reference to the statutes or by direct testimony from a member of the executive committee,
showing the proper procedure.

Movement History (continued)
Mr. Heidelberg:
It is a little presumptuous that one witness, who
obviously doesn't know the procedure being followed,
to attempt to cast a reflection on the entire election.
Mrs. Axelrod:
This is the area we are taking testimony in. I don't
know what the testimony will show in other areas. We
have had great difficulty in securing witnesses for
various reasons, and in this witness, we have a credible,
intelligent witness, entitled to be believed. She testified
that there is a difficulty in having some of the registered Negroes' ballots counted.
I have finished with this witness. You may crossexamine, if you wish.

Q. But you did vote? A. I did not vote. I voted for the
chairman, and voted for the secretary. I did not vote for
the delegates. I didn't know them.
Q. Now, returning then to the election. This is the
June primary election we are speaking about, is that
correct? You said it was June 7? A. June 2, I think.
Q. The second? A. I'm not sure.
Q. At any rate, the primary election was held in the
summer 1964 by the Mississippi Democratic Party?
A. That's right.
Q. Now, in this primary, I believe you said you voted?
A. That's right.
Q. And you appeared at the library precinct with
credentials to act as poll watcher on behalf of Victoria
Jackson Gray, a candidate for the U.S. Senate? A. I did
act as poll watcher.

Cross-examination by Mr. Heidelberg:
Q. What is your age, please? A. Thirty-two years old.
Q. Your occupation? A. Beautician.
Q. Beautician. Now, on that date of, I believe you said
it was June 16, 1964, when you attended the precinct
convention at the library precinct here in Hattiesburg,
I believe that Mr. Wallace was presiding at that meeting? A. He so identified himself as being.
Q. I see. He called the meeting to order as temporary
chairman, did he not? A. That is right.
Q. You say that Mr. Currie was not present when
nominated? A. Mr. Currie wasn't present when they
nominated him to act as chairman.
Q. And Mr. Wallace did not permit the nomination to
by made? A. He would not permit it to be made after I
objected to it.
Q. He did rule in your favor on it? A. He did.
Q. So then he, himself, was then elected as chairman of
the meeting and proceeded to conduct the meeting?
A. That's right.
Q. Then you voted, participated in the precinct
convention, did you not?-A. I was the only one-the
only Negro. Q. You did vote, didn't you? A. Sure.
Q. You did participate? A. Sure.
Q. Did you make any nominations for chairman of the
meeting? A. No, I didn't.
Q. Did you nominate a secretary? A. Who was I going
to nominate? I didn't know anyone present.
Q. Did you make any nominations for delegates to the
county convention? A. No, I didn't.
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Q. You stayed there the whole day, didn't you? A. All
day.
Q. Now, at this election, you mentioned that it was an
election for Congress. You didn't mention other
offices. There were other offices? A. I only watched
poll for Mrs. Jackson.
Q. I'm asking if there weren't other offices, judges, and
other State offices involved in that election? A. I don't
remember.
Q. Other judicial and State offices of the State of
Mississippi. A. It was State. I don't remember. I know
it was U.S. Congress.
Q. Isn't it a fact that you had two elections held
simultaneously, one for nominations of Congressmen
and Senators and the other for various State officials?
A. In the June primary, if I'm not mistaken, we had
one ballot. But at the November election there were
two ballots, Federal and State Ballots.
Q. Are you saying that was not true? A. I'm saying I'm
really not sure.
Q. In the June election, there are two ballots. A. In the
November election, there are two ballots, one for
Federal, one for State.
Q. How do State officers get nominated to get on that
ballot? A. In the primary-but all of them was on one
ballot.
Q. But there were two elections? A. Two elections, but
one ballot.
Q. In November, did you vote for both Federal officers
and State officers? A. I did not.

Movement History (continued)
Q. You did not? A. That was my choice.
Q. I see. You just didn't vote for State officers, just
Federal. Certainly you could have voted for State
officers? A. I
could have.
Q. No one kept you from doing that? A. It was my
choice. Mr. Heidelberg: No further questions.

Q. What was the attitude of the whites toward you? A.
It wasn't friendly. But I would like to say, if I'm
permitted, I really believe that voting by the show of
hands really went against me. There probably might
have been someone who would have voted for the
pledge if we hadn't voted by hands. But no white could
stand up and hold his hand up and be counted.

Re-direct examination by Mrs. Axelrod:
Q. At the precinct convention that you told us about,
you stated that you did not make any nominations for
the delegates. Were you made to feel welcome? A. I felt
like crying.
Q. Like crying? A. That's right. I was hurt.

Q. Do you really feel any practical purpose would have
been served by nominating an officer at the precinct
meeting or a delegate to the convention? A. It would
not have. Mrs. Axelrod: No further questions.
Mr. Heidelberg: No further questions.

In 1965, Peggy Jean Connor served as Executive Secretary of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
(MFDP). She was the named plaintiff in what started as Conner v. Woods, which became Conner v.
Johnson, Conner v. Williams, Conner v. Coleman, and Conner v. Finch. It went to the Supreme Court
five times and opened the Mississippi Legislature to the election of black legislators. You can read one of
the Supreme Court cases at http://supreme.justia.com/us/440/612/case.html and read some of the trial
transcript at http://us.oyez.org/cases/1970-1979/1976_76_777/argument
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Movement History (continued)
Remarks by Robert L. Zangrando
at the Library of Congress Symposium – February 26, 2010,
honoring the Centennial (19092009) of the NAACP – part 2
Atlanta, 1906; Springfield, Illinois, 1908, which brought
about the beginnings of the NAACP, when Northern reformers, black and white, had just had it up to here. The
revulsion of what happened in Springfield (in the home
of Abraham Lincoln, let us remember) was more than
sufficient to bring together a group of reformers answering the so-called "Call," the rally for action-do something
about this, finally. And so, over the course the next fifteen, seventeen months, the NAACP was organized and
got off the ground in the late spring of 1910. (We still
have that centennial to celebrate this May.) Race riots in
Springfield, race riots in East St. Louis, race riots in Chicago in 1910, race riots in Tulsa, 1921. The whole period is laced with them.
And lynching. From1882, when we have the first attempt
to make a record of lynching, until 1968, from 1882 to
1968, there were over 4,700 lynchings in this country.
4,700! Thirty-four hundred of whom were black victimsmen and women. Thirty-four hundred of our fellow citizens taken out, accused of crimes of which they may or
may not have been guilty (and in most cases were not)
unless, of course, you count violating white-set rules about
how people should behave-arbitrary and unsubstantiated.
Thirty-four hundred of our citizens, declared guilty, executed on the spot, most often with the most terrible of
tortures. This is what the NAACP had to confront.
By a way of a brief illustration, let me read you a stanza
from a poem called The Lynching Bee, William Ellery
Leonard, 1920. At the end there will be this phrase, "honk,
honk, honk." That's in the poem, the automobiles of the
lynchers coming to the lynching bee, and making noise
with their excitement and their glee of putting a black
victim to death.
The Negro's corpse will take strange shapes,
As the flames gnaw it-flesh and bone;
But neither men shall see, nor apes,
For it shall burn from now alone.
Alone . . . and up and up . . .
and down and down . . . .
While honkers honk it back to town.
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What kind of country would allow this to go on? That's
what the NAACP asked itself and determined to do something about.
At first it was done through publicity, through expose,
because the NAACP black and white reformers were a
reflection of their era, the so-called Progressive Era of
early twentieth-century America. Keen with the assumption that if only the public knew what was going on, in
decency and democracy, it would take action to correct
the problem. To some extent they were right. But, of
course, that was insufficient, since they still had to confront the question of power and authority. The NAACP
undertook the campaign against lynching until it finally
realized that publicity was insufficient. And they finally
turned to a national campaign for a national law against
lynching and mob violence. Why? Because the states,
obviously, weren't doing a thing about it. The eleven states
of the old Confederacy, in particular, were the seats, the
sites, the occasions for lynching. And any time that anybody criticized them, of course, it was seen as a rebuke of
the "Southern traditions." So the NAACP began to put
together an anti-lynching committee as early as 1916 and
sought help through friendly and supportive members
of the United States Congress to get a federal law passed.
The man who particularly came forward was a man named
Leonidas Dyer, a Republican from St. Louis, Illinois, who
introduced the NAACP's bill; and it was the NAACP's
bill-they drafted it. They sat down with Dyer and composed it. Now what exactly would such a bill represent? It
sought, not punishment for lynchers per se, because opponents withing Congress and generally throughout society rebuked the NAACP, saying, "No, you can't have a
federal law. This is a state matter. Lynching is murder and
murder ought to be left to the states to rectify." And, of
course, the obvious answer of the NAACP was that "but
you're not rectifying it; you're not addressing it; you're
not ending it; you're not even making an effort to end."
So it didn't go after (the federal bill that was in draft form)
lynchers, it went after the counties where lynchings occurred. The thought was, if we can penalize the officials,
the sheriff, the country authorities, for a lynching maybe
they'll think twice and stop the next one. If we can penalize the property owner in the county by forcing a financial
penalty on the county budget, maybe those"good people"
who own the property and pay the taxes won't want to see
the county budge damaged by penalties through a federal
law. So it was an indirect approach.

Movement History (continued)

Walter White of NAACP in early 1930s

Now, a number of NAACP ADVISERS, PARTICULARLY Moorfield Storey, who had been President of the
American Bar Association and was President of the
NAACP, thought that this wouldn't work, because states'
rights would dominate with the assumption that this still
has to be left to the states. But the problem persisted; it
got no better. So even Storey (Moorfield Storey) acquiesced and said "yes, we must go for a federal law. We'll
tie it to the argument that the states are delinquent and,
therefore, the fourteenth Amendment kicks in and we
can have our federal protection." The NAACP's Executive Secretary, new to the job at the time because (and
this is ironic, of course) he had succeeded the previous
Executive Secretary, John Shillady, who was beaten almost senseless on the streets of Austin when he went down
to confer as an NAACP leader with the Governor of the
state of Texas. Beaten almost senseless! So violence
touched the national headquarters of the NAACP. This
was 1919. He eventually recovered physically but left the
office rather despondent that perhaps nothing will ever
work for racial justice. His place was taken in 1920 by
James Weldon Johnson. Johnson's younger assistant, who
would succeed him in 1931, was Walter White, to whom
I referred earlier.
Johnson and White were important on a number of
grounds. August Meier and Elliott Rudwick have pointed
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to this in several of their articles in years past: the development of a black Secretariat, a black leadership in the
NAACP in the 1920s and 1930s. James Weldon Johnson
had known violence, had himself almost been lynched
when a group of white men in Jacksonville, Florida, mistaking his companion (a black woman, because her complexion was exceedingly light, taking her for white) thought
that this man (and I won't use the terms that they used)
this man should be punished. So Johnson was almost
lynched once. Besides, he knew the dreadful reality of lynching. He investigated several lynchings for the NAACP. And
Walter White, as I said before, he was well schooled in
violence, in its consequences and the dreadful realities of it
from the 1906 race riot in his hometown of Atlanta. So
Johnson and White, as a team, lobbied successfully and go
the federal anti-lynching bill passed in the house of Representatives in 1922 – a monumental accomplishment.
Whatever one thinks of the recent controversies in our
Congress today over the health reform bills, you know how
hard it is, how difficult the negotiations are to get something through. So Johnson and White, together, had accomplished a considerable bit. And not just the bill itself.
to be continued in the next issue

James Weldon Johnson with W.E.B. duBois
in Massachusetts in the early 1930s.

Books and Media
Get soon to release DVD Black August starring Gary Dourdan. The story of George Jackson and the
Soledad Brothers and the San Quentin Prision riot. Release date: February 12, 2011. For video short, visit:
http:warnervideo.com/blackaugust/

Must read Isabel Wilkerson’s
compelling new book on the
great migration of AfroAmericans from the South.
http://www.democracynow.org/2010/9/29/
the_warmth_of_other_suns_the
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Books and Media (continued)
Peggy Fleming’s CROWN ME! is about a unique group of men who belong
to a checkers club at 9th and S Streets, Northwest in Washington, DC.
CROWN ME! includes 24 portraits and reveals the influence of the game
on the lives of club members. You will enjoy the rare and special insight
afforded by this book. A ten minute video on the checkers club can be
viewed at: www.vimeo.com/crownme
Contact author Peggy Fleming at 202/537-1580 or peggyf@13x.com
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Books and Media (continued)
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Books and Media (continued)
Tour Schedule: Count Them One by One
Thurs., Dec. 28 - Good Morning America, New York,
8-9 a.m. est
Thurs., Jan. 6, 7:15 p.m. - Cabot Estate "University,"
Jamaica Plain
Wed., Jan. 12, 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. - tape City Line at
WCVB, to be shown Jan.16
Thurs., Jan. 13, 7:45 p.m. - NewBridge on the Charles,
Hebrew Senior Life Community, Dedham, MA –
no book sales – 80 to 100 expected
Thurs., Jan. 20, 6 p.m. - St. Crispin Society, Algonquin
Club, 217 Commonwealth Ave., Boston
Wed., Jan. 26, noon - Senior Partners for Justice,
MCLE, Boston
Sunday, Jan. 30, 7:30 p.m. Sacred Heart Peace & Justice
Forum, Newton Centre, MA
Tues. - Fri., Feb. 1 - 4 - Montreal and Ottawa, arranged
by U.S. State Department
Tues., Feb. 8, 7 p.m. - Porter Square Books, Cambridge, MA
Wed., Feb. 9 - 6:15 p.m. - Cambridge, Arlington,
Belmont Bar Assn., Oakley Country Club

■

Tues., Feb. 15, 6:30 - 8 p.m. - The Activist's Studio with
Timothy Patrick McCarthy, Kennedy School, Harvard
Thurs., March 24, 7:30 p.m. - Conference Banquet of
the Mississippi Civil Rights Veterans, Jackson.
Tues., April 5, 6 p.m. - Union Club, Boston
Thurs., May 12, 7:30 p.m. - Newton, MA, Free Library
(New England Mobile Book Fair supplying books)
Reverend Martin Luther King wrongfully jailed
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Books and Media (continued)
Read this important affirmation of mankind’s capacity to overcome adversity and to prosper against all odds.

Slave Routes: Resistance, Abolition and Creative Progress, by Jayne Cortez
See trailer video: http://www.thirdworldnewsreel.org/catalog/previewwin/gvwin.aspx?pid=117
From the 1400s to the 1800s millions of Africans were forcefully removed from Africa and shipped across the
Atlantic to the so-called "New World". In 1808, the passage of the Transatlantic Slave Trade Act made transporting
or importing slaves in the United States or its territories illegal.
Slave Routes: Resistance, Abolition and Creative Progress was an international symposium held at New York University from October 9-11, 2008, to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the Transatlantic Slave
Trade by the United States. Distinguished scholars, writers, musicians, visual artists, and organizers from the United
States, Africa, Europe, the Caribbean and Latin America convened to discuss slavery, the slave trade and its consequences, in plenary, panels, readings, performances, conversations and film/video screenings. Participants included
Maya Angelou, Rex Nettleford, Amiri Baraka, Ali Mazrui, Nicole Lee, Randy Weston and many others. The documentary is an affirmation of the human spirit's ability to triumph over the worst horrors and brutalities, and to create
new and dynamic ways of being in the world.
■

About the author
Jayne Cortez was born in Arizona, grew up in California, and currently lives in New York City and Dakar, Senegal. She is the author
of ten books of poems and performer of her poetry with music on
nine recordings. Her voice is celebrated for its political, surrealistic,
dynamic innovations in lyricism, and visceral sound. Cortez has
presented her work and ideas at universities, museums, and festivals in Africa, Asia, Europe, South America, the Caribbean and the
United States. Her poems have been translated into many languages
and widely published in anthologies, journals, and magazines. She
is the recipient of several awards including: Arts International, the
National Endowment for the Arts, the International African Festival Award, The Langston Hughes Award, and the American Book
Award. Her most recent books are "The Beautiful Book" Bola Press
2007, "Jazz Fan Looks Back" published by Hanging Loose Press,
and "Somewhere In Advance of Nowhere" published by Serpent's
Tail Ltd. Her latest CD recordings with the Firespitter Band are
"Taking the Blues Back Home," produced by Harmolodic and by
Verve Records, "Borders of Disorderly Time" and " Find Your Own
Voice released by Bola Press. Cortez is director of the film "Yari
Yari: Black Women Writers and the Future," organizer of "Slave Routes the Long Memory" and "Yari Yari Pamberi:
Black Women Writer Dissecting Globalization," both conferences were held at New York University. She is president
of the Organization of Women Writers of Africa, Inc. and is on screen in the films: "Women In Jazz" and "Poetry In
Motion.'
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The first collection of speeches from one of
the movement's valiant firebrands

The Speeches of Fannie
Lou Hamer To Tell It Like
It Is
Edited by Maegan Parker
Brooks
and Davis W. Houck
288 pages (approx.), 6 x 9 inches,
appendix, index
978-1-60473-822-3 Cloth $38.00S
978-1-60473-823-0 Ebook $38.00

Cloth, $38.00

Ebook 978-1-60473-823-0,
$38.00

Most people who have heard of Fannie Lou Hamer
(1917-1977) are aware of the impassioned
testimony that this Mississippi sharecropper and civil
rights activist delivered at the 1964 Democratic
National Convention. Far fewer people are familiar
with the speeches Hamer delivered at the 1968 and
1972 conventions, to say nothing of addresses she
gave closer to home, or with Malcolm X in Harlem,
or even at the founding of the National Women's
Political Caucus. Until now, dozens of Hamer's
speeches have been buried in archival collections
and in the basements of movement veterans. After
years of combing library archives, government
documents, and private collections across the
country, Maegan Parker Brooks and Davis W. Houck
have selected twenty-one of Hamer's most
important speeches and testimonies.
As the first volume to exclusively showcase Hamer's
talents as an orator, this book includes speeches
from the better part of her fifteen-year activist
career delivered in response to occasions as distinct
as a Vietnam War Moratorium Rally in Berkeley,
California, and a summons to testify in a Mississippi
courtroom.
Brooks and Houck have coupled these heretofore
unpublished speeches and testimonies with brief
critical descriptions that place Hamer's words in
context. The editors also include the last full-length
oral history interview Hamer granted, a recent oral
history interview Brooks conducted with Hamer's
daughter, as well as a bibliography of additional
primary and secondary sources. The Speeches of
Fannie Lou Hamer demonstrates that there is still
much to learn about and from this valiant black
freedom movement activist.
Maegan Parker Brooks, Maple Valley, Washington, is
a freelance writer, public speaking consultant, and
instructor of communication studies at the
University of Puget Sound. Davis W. Houck,
Tallahassee, Florida, is professor of communication
at Florida State University.
288 pages (approx.), 6 x 9 inches, appendix, index

Obituaries
Howard Zinn, progressive historian and civil rights activist,
dies at 87
Howard Zinn, historian and shipyard worker, civil rights
activist and World War II bombardier, and author of A
People's History of the United States – a best seller that
sold nearly two million copies, inspiring a generation of high
school and college students to rethink American history.
He also shined an insistent light on the revolutionary
struggles of impoverished farmers, feminists, laborers and
resisters of slavery and war. Mr. Zinn recalled in a recent
interview with The New York Times: "I got the sense that
people were hungry for a different, more honest take."
He died in late January in Santa Monica, CA. He was 87
and lived in Auburndale, MA. The family reported the
cause was a heart attack, which he had while swimming.

The passing of Ronald W. Walters – a legendary scholar, noted
political analyst and civil rights activist
Professor Emeritus Ronald Walters, an internationally
recognized political scientist, died on September 10 after
a long illness. He was 72.
Walters had an illustrious multifaceted career as a teacher,
prolific writer, researcher and political activist. He played
major roles in the presidential campaigns of the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, and earned many prestigious academic, publishing and service awards.
Walters wrote a weekly syndicated column of political
commentary that appeared in newspapers around the
nation. He remained a powerful intellectual and political force until his death.
"Ron Walters was an eminent and inspiring professor,
teacher, author, mentor and human being," said Acting
University President Nariman Farvardin. " He had a great
impact and made a real difference in the world and to all
those who knew him. His death is a tremendous loss.
Our sincerest condolences go out to his wife, Patricia,
and all his family."
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