From the desk of Guyot

T

his newsletter exists to begin and contribute to a
sustained campaign to empower our community
by organizing around specific issues; we promote a
rigorous search for books and documentaries about organizing in Mississippi that will include books, documentaries, plays, debates, essays, fact-based contests and dissertations about Mississippi and other relevant subjects. We must
begin a confederation of organizers that includes but is not
limited to the issues of same sex marriage, saving social security and Medicare, registering democrats for the 2010 congressional elections, card checks to facilitate union organizing, green jobs, health care reform, constitutional guarantees
of a quality education, amnesty for non-citizen residents, support of CDF freedom schools, support of Teaching for
Change, increasing the NAACP & the ACLU, and supporting a government big enough to deal with its owners, the
American people. I am not starting a new organization but I
seek to activate organizers around these issues. We must do
everything we can to see that there is never another second
class group of citizens. Blacks, women, and Native Americans must be the last second class citizens in America. We
must fight against those who oppose full citizenship rights
for gays, immigrants, and the people of the District of Columbia who have no congressional representation. The politics of hate and death that guide the Republican Party must
be countered with the politics of inclusion, compassion, and
service to the nation when it is right and oppose it when it is
not. We cannot afford not to fight; we dare not lose this
conflict for America’s future.
We must support a process that uses the Holmes County
model to be done all over the country. The use of original
documents about the movement, the participation of people
who were in the movement, people there to record the meeting and oral histories, and the invitation to the press takes a
lot of planning but very little money.

We must support the SNCC meeting (see in this issue).
SNCC made major contributions in Mississippi and in the
south. One only has to read Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and
Black Power in Alabama’s Black Belt by Hasan Kwame Jeffries,
who, incidentally, was a student of Charles Payne. See also
I’ve Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and
The Mississippi Freedom Struggle by Charles M. Payne, Local
People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi by John
Dittmer, and Let the People Decide by J. Todd Moye.
The reason I’ve included the outlines of the Howard University Meeting, the Neshoba County Meeting, and the McComb
In Books & Media Section see announcement of
new History Channel series THE PEOPLE SPEAK
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Meeting is because they led to the passage of Bill 2718 in Mississippi which mandates teaching the Civil Rights Movement
in Mississippi. At the Neshoba Meeting I introduced local legend Rev. Clinton Collier who was one of the earlier organizers
in Neshoba County. In McComb I defended Bill 2718.
I am very proud of the commitment of the state of Mississippi and its mandate to teach the history of its Civil Rights
Movement. We must support the Veterans of the Mississippi
Civil Rights Movement because there is no states’ movement
that proved to be more courageous, resilient, or more creative
than the movement in Mississippi. The movement in Mississippi was most important in the passage of the Voting Rights
Act. Check Protest at Selma: Martin Luther King, Jr., and
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 by David J. Garrow.
We must support Professor Davis Houck who is teaching
his class on Civil Rights and Rhetoric about Winona, the
Freedom Election, Freedom Summer, Hattiesburg, the role
of the National Council of Churches, and the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party. I’ve spoken to his classes by phone.
Very importantly, we must support the work of the Fannie Lou Hamer Statue Committee and get a statue erected
to honor Mrs. Hamer. She deserves this honor as her impact on Mississippi and American politics is unparalleled.
Let’s go to work! We got some organizers to train and
some Republicans to beat!
I want to personally thank Margaret Kibbee and others
whose work has made this newsletter possible, and thanks to
Mildred Pitts Walter for her editorial assistance. Any articles,
essays, book reviews, or documentaries you want included in
future newsletters can be submitted for consideration.

View this old folk classic before turning the page –
click to play Paul Robeson's Joe Hill musical video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n8Kxq9uFDes

Philadelphia, MS Mayor
Young ... returning to DC for
the Second Time in Weeks

A

need for federal funding to expand the runway
at the municipal airport was expressed to Neshoba
County's congressional delegation by Mayor
James A. Young on his second visit to Washington in just
weeks. Young updated the delegation and others on the
ongoing negotiations with two industrial prospects he
said are interested in locating in Philadelphia and a plan
to expand the runway by 3,000 feet.
One industrial project industry could attract 500 to 700
jobs and involve a coatings operation in the former U.S.
Motors building. Another would create about 500 jobs
over a five-year period, although the specifics of that
project have not been revealed. "We have a two to threeyear window to put these projects together," Young said.
"The impact would be great if we could get one of them.
Having both of them here would mean a good injection
of capital into our area."
Young met personally with most of the Mississippi Delegation - Sen. Roger Wicker, Rep. Gregg Harper, Rep.
Bennie Thompson, and Rep. Travis Childers. He met
with one of Sen. Thad Cochran's key staffers.
Officials from the Mississippi Development Authority,
the U.S. Economic Development Administration, and
the county's head economic developer, are working with
the industrial prospects interested in the area, Young said.

Hon. James Young – newly elected Mayor of Philadelphia, MS, has mounted a vigorous campaign of
municipal economic development.

"We are excited about these prospects," he said. "It just
seems like it is moving slowly in my eyes. There are so
many needs out there, so many looking for jobs."
"We just made it known that we have companies looking
to come here and we are needing to expand our airport
runway by 3,000 feet as a possible drawing tool for these
entities," Young said.
Congressional leaders were very receptive, he said, agreeing that "jobs, jobs, jobs" should be the priority. The
mayor asked the state's delegation to write letters to Mississippi Development Authority voicing their support of
the two proposed industrial projects in Philadelphia.
During his meeting with Rep. Bennie Thompson, Young
said he also cited a need for a new rescue vehicle for the
city fire department. Thompson is chairman of the Homeland Security Committee.

Lawrence Guyot extends congradulations to the Hon. James A. Young
as the newly elected Mayor of Philadelphia, MS.

"We're trying to get the inside track on the Homeland
Security's next funding cycle," Young said. "The new
rescue vehicle, estimated to cost about $341,000, is
needed to transport our Jaws of Life and other extrication equipment." "The rescue truck is basically a large
tool box on wheels," he said. "The current truck was
designed for the type of rescue work we were doing in
the 1990s, which was primarily automobile extrication."

>>
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The truck is no longer capable of transporting all the
technological rescue equipment and gear the department
now utilizes, he said.
This includes rescue equipment for such things as a structural collapse, hazardous material and confined space,
among many others. "The rescue truck would have every
piece of equipment we may possibly need on the fire
ground or in a rescue or recovery situation such as a
drowning," Clark said. "We have a lot of gear but we
have to transport some of it on trailers."
Last month Young was in Washington at a sustainable
communities summit and ended up meeting with one of
President Obama's top economic development advisers
following a White House visit.
■
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Philadelphia, MS Mayor James Young is joined in Ben’s Chili
Bowl – a Washington, DC restaurant, by Lawrence Guyot and Dr.
Kennith York of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians’
Administration. Todd Mosley – Assistant to the Mayor, is at left.

THURSDAY—MARCH 25
8:00—9:00 am Registration & Continental Breakfast
9:00—9:45 am OPENING PLENARY
10:00—11:30 noon PANEL DISCUSSION
“Owning Our Image”—Youth Panel
Moderator: South Carolina State Rep. Bakari Sellers
Michael Morris—JSU Student
Kamikaze—Rap Artist/Director of Media & Entertainment
Malia Lazu—The Gathering for Justice
12:00—1:30 pm LUNCHEON WITH THE HBCU PRESIDENTSs
“The Impact of the Economic Crisis on HBCU’s”
Moderator: Dr. Ronald Mason, (JSU)
Panelist: Dr. Beverly Hogan, Dr. David Beckley, (Grambling President Pending)
(**BOOKSIGNINGS AFTER LUNCH**
2:00—3:30 pm PANEL DISCUSSION
Dismantling the Cradle to Prison Pipeline; Why Health Care?
Oleta Garrett Fitzgerald—Children’s Defense Fund
(Other panelist to be provided by Oleta)
3:45—5:15 pm WORKSHOPS
**Protecting & Defending Human & Civil Rights (Nsonmi Lambright)
**Youth Solutions to Problems: Human Rights, Drugs, Morals, Education—Film Screening
(Marilyn Lowen)
**Civil Rights Crimes & the Continuing Pursuit of Justice, Part I (Dr. Margaret Burnham)
6:30 – 9:00 pm VETERANS FREEDOM GATHERING
An Evening with Rev. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr.
Honoring: "2nd Generation Activists"
RECEPTION INCLUDED
**BOOKSIGNINGS **

FRIDAY—-MARCH 26
8:00—9:00 am Registration & Continental Breakfast
9:00—9:30 am OPENING PLENARY
9:45 —11:15 am WORKSHOPS
**Youth Entrepreneurship—Dr. Don Causey
**Organizing Traditions: Then and Now—Dr. Cecil Gray
**Technology Activism—Mel King
**Civil Rights Crimes and the Continuing Pursuit of Justice, Part II (Dr. Margaret Burnham)
11:30—12:30 pm JIMMIE TRAVIS MEMORIAL SERVICE
Dr. Bob Moses—Special Tribute

12:30—2:15 pm LUNCHEON WITH KEYNOTE
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Ronald Walters
“The Political Economy during the Obama Presidency”
Respondents: Courtland Cox, Martha Norman Noonan
**BOOKSIGNINGS AFTER LUNCH**
2:45—3:15 pm VETERANS GROUP PICTURE
3:30 —5:15 pm HOWARD ZINN FILM SCREENING
―The People Speak”
7:00 pm
JSU PRESIDENTIAL BANQUET
A Tribute to Jimmy Travis
Keynote Speaker: Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee
18th Congressional District of Texas
**BOOKSIGNINGS**

SATURDAY-MARCH 27
PEOPLE’S DAY)

(YOUNG

8:30—9:00 am Continental Breakfast
9:00—11:00 pm VETERANS BUSINESS MEETING
11:00 —12:00 am VETERANS WRAP UP
12:00—12:30__THE YOUTH SPEAK
Connected Brances Youth Presentation (15 min.)
The Algebra Project Report (15 min.)
12:30—2:00 pm 2nd GENERATION ACTIVIST LUNCHEON
2:30 am - 3:00 am COFO BUILDING TOUR AND STATE HISTORICAL MARKER
UNVEILING
3:30 pm CIVIL RIGHTS TOUR
5:30—7:30 pm The Young Peoples Project Youth Organizing Report
7:30 pm 2nd GENERATION CULTURAL EXPRESSION NIGHT
Open Mic ** Music * Poetry * Cultural Expressions

A modern-day Tuskegee
... and what’s really wrong
with U.S. Health care today?
by David Moskowitz, MD

T

he crime of the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment
isn't that it was an experiment; medicine im
proves only through smart experiments. Dumb
experiments are seldom criminal. What made Tuskegee
so shameful was that a cure for syphilis had finally been
discovered, but news of the cure was deliberately kept
from the patients who needed it the most, patients with
tertiary stage syphilis.
For the past seven years, the world has been in the
midst of a situation hundreds of times worse than Tuskegee. Like the Tuskegee syphilitics, the patients affected
aren't even aware of the injustice. As in Tuskegee, patients are paying with their lives.
In 2002, I published a method to reverse diabetic and
hypertensive kidney failure (1), which works for whites,
blacks, and Hispanics. Dialysis, the kidney machine, claims
blacks 5 times more than whites, and Hispanics about three
times more than whites. My method involves higher than
usual doses of a particular ACE inhibitor. Lately, other investigators have found that this approach works (2-4).
But in 2002, the media refused to take my word for
it, requiring me to get an endorsement from somebody
in the renal community.
I suppose that's fair enough, but somewhat depressing: even Larry Altman MD, the medical reporter for
the New York Times, confessed to me that he couldn't
evaluate a scientific paper on its own merits. Science majors learn how to do this their freshman year in college.
Since 2002, not a single medical authority has come
forward to endorse my study, even though the founding
Director of the US Renal Data System, Dr Lawrence
Agodoa, called my data "beautiful" in a conference call in
early 2004. He said the rules of the NIH, his employer,
refused to let him endorse a company. That's the same
response the American Diabetes Association gave me, even
though they partially funded the underlying research. It's
also what the National Kidney Foundation told me. Apparently this applies even if a company discovers a cure for
the disease they're working on, which seems a bit counterproductive, as far as the public is concerned.
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Above – some of the 600
men subjected to the
infamous Tuskegee
Syphilis Study; left –
medical team of study.

Apparently, no non-profit wants to repeat the mistake of the March of Dimes, which cured their raison
d'être, polio, in the 1950s.
In October, 2004, I presented my paper to the then
Medical Director of Medicare, Sean Tunis, and his senior staff, including Sandy Foote. Since 1973, Medicare
has been the "single-payer" for dialysis and kidney transplantation, and currently spends about $35 billion a year
for end-stage kidney disease.
Incredibly, they had no interest. Only then did it dawn
on me that they'd be eliminating 90% of their own jobs
along with 90% of their budget, something every bureaucrat is terrified of doing.
Neither did the NIDDK (the Kidney Institute at the
NIH), the AHRQ, the American Heart Association, the
American Association for Kidney Patients, the CDC, the
AMA, the National Medical Association, numerous academic Nephrology Divisions, numerous kidney transplantation societies, the American Society of Nephrology
(ASN), the International Society of Nephrology (ISN), the
European Society of Nephrology, individual nephrologists
and transplant surgeons, multiple health insurance companies, multiple health plans, all 50 state Medicaid offices,
even religious leaders vocal about healthcare, et al (5).
Even the Missouri Kidney Program, which co-funded
the key research along with the ADA, has had no comment.
The head of Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, whom
I know personally, and who is now head of Wellpoint,
with over 100 million patients, told me that my 1,000
patients weren't enough. "Come back when you have
100,000," he said, knowing full well that it took me nine
years to publish my paper on 1,000 patients. At that rate,
he could safely wait 900 more years.

About 100,000 patients go on dialysis in the US every
year. There are 300,000 total patients on dialysis. About
100,000 dialysis patients die every year. My method could
prevent 90% of whites, and 95% of African Americans,
from losing their kidney function. It's fair to say that, had
my paper received the notice it required, back in 2002,
90-95% of patients could have been kept off the kidney
machine at least since 2006, and perhaps earlier. (I have to
treat patients early, before they've lost half their kidney
function, i.e. while their serum creatinine is less than 2
mg/dl. Once they're on dialysis, it's too late).
Conservatively speaking, 300,000 patients are currently on dialysis whom I could have kept off, had anyone at the NIH, CDC, NKF, etc. simply spoken to a
reporter about my paper.

healthcare is paid with federal dollars. Post clinical outcomes for each each hospital and each physician on the
web, for all to see. How many diabetic patients seen by
Dr. X go on dialysis? How many in Dr. Y's practice?
Let patients vote with their feet. This would ensure
competition on outcomes, and tie economic survival of
practitioners, and eventually health insurance plans, to
their patients' survival. In one neat trick, we will have
inverted the current business model for healthcare, so
that it actually benefits patients rather than kills them.
References

So I reckon the collective silence of the medical community, including government as well as non-profit institutions, is at least 750 times worse than their silence during
the Tuskegee experiment: 400 Tuskegee patients vs. 300,000
dialysis patients. And the crime continues. Each day, another 274 patients go on dialysis for the first time, and
soon die, 247 of whom GenoMed could have prevented.

1. Moskowitz DW. From pharmacogenomics to
improved patient outcomes: angiotensin Iconverting enzyme as an example. Diabetes
Technol Ther.2002;4(4):519-32. PMID:
12396747. (For PDF file, click on
http://www.genomed.com/pdf diabetes.
technology.therapeutics.pdf) – this paper
reports on 1,000 white and black male veterans.
An additional 350 Hispanic men and women
with diabetes were treated during the period
2001-2007, and showed no progression of their
normal kidney function (unpublished data).

This issue painfully illustrates what's really wrong with
U.S. healthcare, indeed, with hospital-based healthcare
everywhere around the globe. Its business model requires
disease. Patients must get sick in order for the revenues
to keep flowing. A dialysis patient brings in $100,000
annually for the roughly 3 years s/he's alive. See, for example: http://medicine.lifescienceexec.com/

2. Rossing K, Schjoedt KJ, Jensen BR, Boomsma
F, Parving HH. Enhanced renoprotective
effects of ultrahigh doses of irbesartan in
patients with type 2 diabetes and
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Once on dialysis, patients live only a handful of years.
A 65 year old man starting dialysis has a life expectancy
of 2.5 years--as opposed to decades with syphilis.

So access is not the real issue; quality improvement is.
Spreading manure around doesn't change its nature.
Healthcare everywhere, not just in the US, is anti-innovative and hence exploitative.
Single-payer advocates should realize that Medicare
is already a single-payer for dialysis. National Health Services in othercountries, e.g. Canada, Germany, Spain,
France, Germany, Russia, Japan, Singapore, etc. have had
no interest in my method of preventing dialysis, either.
In other words, on the global scale, Medicare is not alone.
The current national debate about healthcare is dangerously uninformed without taking into account this
stark example of what's really wrong with the industry.
The fix is simple: build in competition on outcomes. Start
by reporting outcomes.
This simple solution is practically free: just mandate
reporting of patient outcomes for any patient whose
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Teaching for Change –
a new Mississippi initiative
to integrates civil rights
in curriculum
By Deborah Menkart

T

he Mississippi Department of Education (MDE)
announced the new United States history
framework in August 2009 which integrates civil
rights and human rights education into the US history
high school course, as referenced by Senate Bill 2718. In
the initial press release about the new framework there
was reference to curriculum which has led to some concerns that the state is mandating a curriculum. What was
meant was "curriculum framework" – that is, a guide for
school district based lessons and curriculum. It is also
important to understand that this is an unfunded mandate. To our knowledge, there is not funding for a dedicated staff person to lead the effort for statewide implementation.
The Mississippi Department of Education has assigned one staff person to coordinate the teaching training in addition to his other multiple duties. MDE has
engaged various partners to assist with teacher training
and curriculum development for this new framework,
including the Fannie Lou Hamer National Institute on
Citizenship and Democracy at Jackson State University,
the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation
at the University of Mississippi, and Teaching for Change,
a national nonprofit organization specializing in K-12
educational resources based in Washington, D.C. The
role of Teaching for Change in this partnership is to offer
one-day teacher training workshops to teachers in Mississippi school districts when requested by the Mississippi Department of Education. In addition, Teaching
for Change is sharing U.S. history lessons -- particularly
those focused on civil rights and labor history -- that it
has developed in collaboration with teachers in McComb,
Mississippi.
In October (2009) we (Jenice View and Deborah
Menkart for Teaching for Change) offered 1/2 day workshops in Jackson and Gulfport on the Civil Rights Movement as part of a full day MDE session on the US History Framework.
The sessions included:
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• Mythbuster quiz on the Civil Rights Movement
• Traditional vs. Historically Accurate Narrative
worksheet
• Big Shoes to Fill (participants write personal stories
about how they have walked for justice or in whose
shoes they are walking)
• Women's Work Interactive Activity (participants
take on the identity of one of 30 women involved in
the CRM and related movements; they circulate and
interview each other)
• Resources: we showed clips from Freedom Song,
Walkout, and the interviews with veterans conducted by students in McComb
It was evident that the majority of teachers agreed that it
is important to teach the full history from multiple perspectives and experiences. They also liked the interactive activities and the idea of engaging students in oral
history collection. The most frequently listed item that
participants valued in the workshops was "resources."
So, they were all the more frustrated by the limitations
listed below since they clearly desire to do justice to the
history. These were the concerns that were repeated in
almost every evaluation and discussion we had with
teachers:
• Testing – This concern is of course not unique to
Mississippi or this subject (history) or this topic

(civil and human rights). Teachers said that unless
there is a radical change in the content of the test
questions AND unless there is the funding to create
and assess essay and open-ended questions, then
there will be no change in instruction or in student
achievement as a result of the new framework.
• Time – Given the constraints of test preparation,
most teachers said that there simply is not time for
the hands-on, interactive activities or to engage
students in oral history collection, or even delve into
primary source documents. This despite the fact that
teachers recognized that these activities are key to
developing critical thinking skills and levels 3 and
above on the depth of knowledge (DOK) scale.

d)

deepening the activities done in honor of the
King holiday, Black History Month and other
heritage months; and,

e)

Language Arts.

Given this:
1) There is real value in looking for other avenues for
teaching about the Civil Rights Movement where
there are not the same limitations of time and
testing. These are some of the avenues we have
pursued with teachers in McComb. For example:
a)

8th grade US history;

b)

9th grade Mississippi studies;

c)

electives like the high school Local Cultures
course with an oral history focus and Minority
Studies (offered by one of the teachers at
Harrison HS);

2) As the new US History Framework is rolled out
over the next year, the testing needs to be reconsidered in light of the impact it is having on ability of
teachers to effectively implement the new framework.
We welcome any insights, questions, or feedback you
might have regarding our role in this effort.
Teaching for Change has received support for this work
from the Kellogg Foundation and from the Southern Poverty Law Center.
■

Associated with and supportive of the aforementioned new
initiative towards integrating civil rights in Mississippi curriculum, are the Civil Rights Education Summits conducted
by the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation
(WWIRR) of The University of Mississippi.
In June of 2005, WWIRR conducted such a Civil Rights
Education Summit in Philadelphia, Neshoba County, MS.
The following two links discuss and provide details on this
summit:
http://www.winterinstitute.org/archives/philly-summit.pdf
http:www.jacksonfreepress.com/index.php/site/comments/
civil_rights_education_summit_in_neshoba_county/
Another important WWIRR summit was conducted in June
of 2006 in McComb, MS with the theme: McComb Legacies: Reclaiming Our Past for a Brighter Future – a Civil
Rights Education Summit honoring C. C. Bryant. The following link provides more program details.
http://www.winterinstitute.org/archives/mccombschedule.htm
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In the Movement years teaching for change was embodied in
the Freedom School and like institutions.

Save the Date!

To commemorate the April, 1960 founding of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee at Shaw University, Raleigh, NC

The Planning Committee is pleased to announce the

SNCC 50th Anniversary Conference
To be held in

Raleigh, North Carolina

April 15-18, 2010
Plan to arrive on Wednesday April 14 as programs will begin in the morning on April 15.

More details will be announced soon at this website.
Contact us at info@SNCC50thAnniversary.org
to be added to the mailing list.

SNCC 50th Anniversary Conference
Registration Form

To register, complete the form below and mail with payment.. Late registration may be available on site
depending on space. Conference fees are non-refundable. Limited scholarships may be made available
for individuals in cases of financial restrictions. Early-bird registration deadline: February 1, 2010.
Please use a separate sheet for each registrant.

Name (include maiden name if applicable)___________________________________________
Position/Title _____________________________________________________________
Institution/Organization _____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________ State ______ Zip code ___________
Home Phone ___________________________ Work phone________________________
Cell phone_____________________________ FAX______________________________
E-mail (Please Print)_________________________________________________________
Student? Yes__ No__ School__________________________________________
Student Classification: High School___ Undergraduate____ Graduate School____
1

If you are a former SNCC worker, please list your SNCC service, including places and dates:

Please tell us the names of other persons you worked with:_______________________________

If you are a former civil rights worker with another organization, please tell us your service,
including places and dates:________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Conference Fees
(indicate your classification)
High School Student
$Free
College Student

$Free

Adult Participant

$50.00 until January 31, 2010
$75.00 after February 1, 2010

Lunch
Ad in Conference
Program Booklet
Donation

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
$35.00 for all 3 days at Shaw
$XX Full page ad;
$XX Half page ad
To help fund scholarship registrations

Total Amount Enclosed by Check Made Payable to:
SNCC 50th Anniversary Conference

$

Make check payable to SNCC 50th Anniversary Conference, and mail to:
SNCC 50th Anniversary Conference
Suite 403
3114 Wisconsin Avenue N.W.
Washington, DC 20016
Conference rates have been guaranteed at the Raleigh Marriot Crabtree Valley. Rate includes free
parking, and free airport shuttle. To register go to http://cwp.marriott.com/rdunc/sncc
or call Marriott Toll-free: 1-800-909-8289. Ask for the Conference rate, code

SNCSNCA .

2

Movement History
The 50th Anniversary of the creation of the DOJ Civil Rights Division –
Revisiting SNCC's Voter Registration Drive and the Voting Rights Act of 1965

T

he C-SPAN presentation: Voter Registration and
the Path to the Voting Rights Act of 1965, ear
lier this year, was a panel discussion of the events
and issues that laid the foundation for the historic Voting Rights Act of 1965. The following YouTube link provides a replay of this important media event:
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iHQPWCC4eG4&feature=related.
The panelist were Charles McDew – former SNCC chairman in the early 1960s, John Sigenthaler – Special Assis-

Panelist Charles McDew – former SNCC chairman in the early 1960s
recounts personal experiences in the voter registration drive.

The November Holmes County
MFDP Meeting in Lexington, MS

O

n November 13th and 14th, friends and fam
ily of the leaders, organizers, and workers of
the 1960's movement and surviving veterans
met with Walter Bruce and the Holmes County Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party to discuss the Holmes
movement's history at St. Paul Church of God in Christ
in Lexington, Mississippi. St. Paul, the first Church of
God in Christ in Lexington, was founded by Bishop
George Harrison Mason. The Church of God in Christ
has long been involved in the movement. One of the
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tant to then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy (in the
Lyndon Johnson administration), and John Doar – Assistant Attorney General for the newly-created DOJ Civil
Rights Division. The event hosted by Georgetown U.
School of Law was moderated by Harvard Law Professor
Charles Nesson – aide to John Doar in the early years of
the Civil Rights Division. The gripping personal accounts
of these famous panelist covering voter registration drives
in the southern states and the resulting attacks and
tradegies, was the main focus of this media event. ■

Panelist John Doar – former Assistant Attorney General for the DOJ
Civil Rights Division, recalls harsh and tragic occurances encountered
on the road to enactment of the U.S. Voting Rights Act of 1965.

movement's pioneers, Ozell Mitchell, was a deacon at
the Church of God in Christ in Milestone, a small rural
place in Holmes County that opened its doors for mass
meetings before a community center could be built.
Those who had been involved in the Movement and others who were relatives of those who had been involved
received the packets that Lawrence Guyot sent. The packets included copies of depositions taken of each of the
early leaders about his/her efforts to form the first Head
Start program, to register voters, to vote, and their participation in the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party.

>>

Movement History – more
Zelma Williams Croom separated the sections of testimony and gave the relatives who were present the testimony and passages from the congressional record of their
relative. These testimonies were used to support the Congressional Challenge to the Mississippi delegation and
the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Zelma reminded
those present how important these records are and how
this is history! Also, Freedom: A Holmes County Movement History Workbook, by Sue Lorenzi Sojourner, was
distributed to those present. Sue and her husband worked
in the Movement in Holmes County during the 1960s.
Professor Louis Kyriakoudes joined the meeting to launch
the oral history project about the movement in Holmes
County. Professor Kyriakoudes is the director of the Center for Oral History and Cultural Heritage at the University of Southern Mississippi.
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At a following banquet celebrating the founders of the
Holmes County Movement and the Holmes County
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, Robert Clark –
a former Mississippi State Representative for Holmes
County, Eddie Carthan – a former Mayor of Tchula,
and others who came up through the movement or ran
for office, spoke of what they had been through. Hopefully, the message of what these incredibly brave people
accomplished in Holmes County and the work of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, now chaired by
Walter Bruce, will be taught throughout the State of
Mississippi.
A special thanks go to Rosie Head and Zelma Croom for
helping to make this a special and very significant event.

■

Books and Media
In Her Voice: The speeches of
Fannie Lou Hamer, and new book
series: Race, Rhetoric and Media
The University Press of Mississippi is pleased to announce a
few important publishing developments.
First: Maegan Parker-Brooks (University of Puget Sound) and
Davis Houck (Florida State University) will be publishing In
Her Voice: The Speeches of Fannie Lou Hamer in Spring 2010.
Their book features 20 speeches delivered by Mrs. Hamer
between 1963 and 1976, including addresses she gave in Sunflower County, in Harlem, Berkeley, California, Madison,
Wisconsin, Chicago and Washington, D. C. Parker-Brooks
and Houck traveled to archives and private residences around
the country to locate the speeches, most of which were still
on audiotape and which had not been listened to in more
than 30 years. The editors, in collaboration with the press,
also plan to make some of the recordings available on a website
so that people of all ages can experience the rhetorical power
of Mrs. Hamer's speeches.
Importantly, and in collaboration with Mrs. Vergie Hamer
Faulkner and Mr. Charles McLaurin, nearly all of the royalties
generated by the book's sales will go back to Sunflower County
charities and to the Fannie Lou Hamer Statue Fund. Their
book will be available from Amazon (www.amazon.com) as
well as from the University Press of Mississippi (601)-432-6205
next year. As publication nears, we'll be sure to remind readers.
The Hamer anthology continues a line of scholarship
that Houck began in 2004. To
date he's published two books
of speeches from the movement: Rhetoric, Religion and
the Civil Rights Movement,
1954-1965 (Baylor University Press, 2006, with David
Dixon) and Women and the
Civil Rights Movement,
1954-1965 (University Press
of Mississippi, 2009, with
David Dixon).

New book entitled: Women and the Civil Rights
Movement ..., by Davis Houck and David Dixon.

As somebody who takes rhetoric very seriously – the spoken
word and its designs on an
audience – Houck is hard at
work on another book of lost
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Fannie Lou Hamer at MFDP boardwalk (Atlantic City, NJ) rally. From left - Emory Harris,
Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture) in hat, Sam Block, Eleanor Holmes, Ella Baker.

and found speeches. His first book features more than 130,
mostly never-before-published speeches by well-known activists such as Ella Baker, Dave Dennis, Ed King, Fannie
Lou Hamer, Will D. Campbell, and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. But it also includes many speeches by locals you're probably never heard of, including Robins Ralph, James Hudson,
Albert D'Orlando, Paul Carnes, Rev. Lawrence Campbell,
Max Davidson and Carlos Martin, just to mention a few.
A book of women's speeches is assembled in the same spirit:
it includes speeches by well known activists such as Sarah
Patton Boyle, Mamie Till, Mary McLeod Bethune, Pauli
Murray, Annie Devine, Dorothy Height, Rosa Parks, and
Constance Baker Motley, as well as those by lesser-known
leaders such as Frances Williams, Jane Schutt, Priscilla
Stephens, Daisy Lampkin, Ruth Steiner and Marie Foster.
Houck and Dixon also list the many important women activists for whom they still have not located speeches delivered between 1954-1965. That list is, sadly, quite long and
includes such luminaries as Septima Clark, Amelia Boynton,
Prathia Hall and Ruby Hurley, just to name a few.
The second important announcement coming from the
University Press of Mississippi involves a new book series,
Race, Rhetoric and Media. The series will publish books
that examine how matters related to race in politics, film,
sports, music, and history get argued, debated, negotiated
and created in different media outlets. Houck will be serving as the series editor and has recruited a top-notch editorial board, including Jerry Mitchell, Lawrence Guyot, Keith
Beauchamp; and academics from across the humanities. ■
Professor Houck has acquired a large and diverse collection of primary
source materials based on archival work over several years. Many of the
documents are unpublished speeches. If you have a particular interest
in a speech, call him at 850-980-2656 or email a note to
davishouck@hotmail.com, as he's happy to share the fruits of his archival labor. Of course, he is always looking to add to his collection so if
you have documents you're willing to share he is keen to see them.

Books and Media – more
Yes We Did? From
King's Dream to
Obama's Promise
by Cynthia Fleming
Some forty-six years ago on August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. delivered his famous "I
Have a Dream" speech in the
shadow of the Lincoln Memorial
in Washington, D.C. For the first
time in American History, millions of Americans listened closely
to the soaring rhetoric of a speech delivered by an African American leader, and they were inspired. One year ago, on August
28, 2008, the forty-fifth anniversary of King's speech, Senator
Barack Obama delivered his acceptance speech at the Democratic National Convention in Denver, Colorado. During his
speech, Obama reminded his audience of America's promise
of equality for us all, and he also reminded his audience of Dr.
King's dream that the young preacher expressed forty-five years
earlier. The large enthusiastic crowd broke into chants of "Yes
We Can, Yes We Can, YES WE CAN.
In the forty-five years between these two remarkable events,
Dr. King's "I Have a Dream" speech, and Barack Obama's
acceptance of the Democratic Party's nomination for president, the development of black leadership in this country has
undergone seismic changes. Yet, regardless of what has gone
on around them, a variety of black leaders have continued their
struggle to embrace new opportunities even as they face new
obstacles. In my new book, Yes We Did? From King's Dream
to Obama's Promise, a variety of African American leaders, old
and young, northern and southern, male and female, talk about
their hopes and fears, and the problems and prospects they see
in an America that has finally elected its first black president.
Some of these leaders have national name recognition, while
others are local leaders who are virtually unknown outside their
own communities. Some are historic figures in the twilight of
their careers, and others are young people just formulating their
leadership strategies. They comment on everything from the
generational divide between black leaders and their constituents to the social, economic, political, cultural, and educational
issues that shape their leadership agendas and define the lives
of their constituents in the new millennium. The book has
been available from the end of October, and it was formally
introduced at a book signing at the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, TN on November 4, 2009.
■
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A new documentary film on
the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party (MFDP)
by Joseph Davenport
Freedom Party a 90 minute documentary produced by
Florida State graduating Masters Student, Joseph Davenport, had its latest cut shown Tuesday, October 13th
that Bethel AME church in Tallahassee. The film aims to
make connections between grass roots activism during
the Freedom Movement and political changes taking place
in America today. Davenport is making final adjustments
to the film before submitting it to local and national film
festivals. A trailer can be found at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0LA-6Bp3ns
Davenport became interested in the subject when he traveled to Mississippi for a class on the rhetoric of the Civil
Rights Movement and was "shocked to discover a whole
part of the civil rights movement that I had never heard
of... ." That part of the movement took place during the
turbulent summer of 1964. A coalition of sharecroppers,
ministers, and students in Mississippi united to challenge
the white-only Democratic Party. Risking their lives as
they built on the foundation of the Student Non-violent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and the state NAACP,
they created their group: the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP). In just four month, they organized
a fully legal integrated delegation and sent it to the Democratic National Convention (DNC), in Atlantic City to
challenge the segregated regular delegation.
Davenport says: "I was inspired by the experiences of the
white volunteers who believed that 'a limitation on

>>

The late Jimmy Travis was interviewed for this Freedom Party documentary as a
Veteran of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s.

Books and Media – more
anyone is a limitation on every one.' As a suburban white
American, from Altamonte Springs, Florida, it helped
put into perspective the ways in which I can contribute
to the continuing struggle for equality."
The documentary features interviews with a number of
the original veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement, including:
• Dr. Lawrence Guyot – Chairman of the MFDP in 1964
who was in jail on trumped-up charges during the 1964
DNC in Atlantic City. He resides in Washington DC and is
still politically active in the struggle for equality and peace.
• Reverend Edwin King – a white native Mississippian who
worked closely with SNCC in the state. He still lives Jackson teaching about the Freedom Movement.
•

Jimmie Travis – Chairman of the Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement. Travis began participating
in the struggle right out of high school. He was a delegate
to the DNC in 1964.
■

The People Speak – a new and
important series on The History
Channel starts December 13th
The People Speak (www.history.com/content/peoplespeak) – new series on The History Channel is co-produced by Howard Zinn and partially based on his book
A People’s History of the United States . THIS IS A MUST
WATCH CableTV program series with Premiere Watch
Parties being held at Busboys & Poets locations in Washington, DC and Shirlington, VA on Sunday evening, December 13th. During the events at Busboys & Poets an
announcement will be made on the Zinn Education
Project, a collaboration between Teaching for Change and
Rethinking Schools. Teaching for Change produced the
award winning book Putting the Movement Back Into Civil
Rights Teaching – Lawrence Guyot and Howard Zinn are
among the advisors for this book.

SNCC’s Bob Moses
speaks at MFDP rally at
the 1964 Democratic
Party Convention in
Atlantic City, NJ.
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Politics and Justice
Freedom Summer veteran
Lawrence Guyot defends
marriage equality
by Rick Rosendall of GLAA Forum

O

ne of the final, unscheduled witnesses at the
November 2nd hearing on the D.C. marriage
equality bill was longtime D.C. resident and
civil rights activist Lawrence Guyot. He is a veteran of
the 1964 efforts to win voting rights in Mississippi, known
as Freedom Summer. In his testimony he said that he
had been with civil rights workers Michael Schwerner,
James Chaney, and Andrew Goodman hours before they
were murdered, and he spoke of his work with famed
activist Fannie Lou Hamer. He said it pained him, as he
followed the hearing, every time he heard someone demand the right to vote against other people's rights.
"That's not what we fought for," he said. I count Lawrence
as a friend, and have enjoyed listening to his firsthand
accounts of his days in the civil rights movement. He
wasn't on the witness list and I wasn't expecting to see
him testify, and I just stood here and cried as I listened to
his eloquent statement.
■

MFDP delegates to the 1964 Democratic Party
Convention in Atlantic City, NJ, took seats of the MS
segregationist delegates.

